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With the deluge of home decorating programmes on TV at the moment, it’s 
no wonder so many people are flocking to find all manner of home and gar-
den improvement books at the library.  And with only 14 weeks to Christ-
mas, it is an ideal time to plan for home-made gifts – the kind you always 
see in the craft shops and think, “I could make that myself”.  Tiled pots, 
cross-stitch or decorated photo albums – the list is endless.  You might 
even surprise yourself with your own creativity. 
 

Plenty of good reading/listening/viewing to be had at the library.  Check out 
this month’s Hot Picks inside this issue and find something to enjoy for the 
weekend.  Remember, if we don’t have a particular book, we could  

interloan it or you can make a “Suggestion for Purchase”. 

Upstairs & Downstairs @ the Library 

Library News 

Upstairs 
30 September - 6 October - Kaitao Intermediate   
28 October - 3 November - Rotorua Camera Club 
 
Downstairs 
7 October - 13 October - Plunket 
7 October - 13 October - Rotorua Ostomy Society 
7 October - 20 October - Breast Cancer Support Services 
14 October - 20 October - Association of Blind Citizens 
14 October - 27 October - Kidsafe Week 
21 October - 27 October - Red Cross 
28 October - 3 November - Parent to Parent 

Make your favourite photo into a 
calendar for your friends and family.  
And all in time to send overseas 

for Christmas.   
Just bring in your photo and money 

and we can do the rest.   
 

            $6.00 Landscape photo 
            $8.00 Collage photo 
 

Ask our friendly staff at the Information Desk. 
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Great 
Xmas Gifts 

Photo Calendars make great gifts! 
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Fletcher’s Pic of the Month 

At this time of the year, there is no better place 
to find inspiration and assistance than at your 
library.  Rotorua Public Library holds a wealth of 
material on matters of the garden, from soil and 
compost building to landscaping and outdoor 
furniture designs.  Your project may be as simple 
as growing a few pot plants to planning a tile 
mosaic patio.  There’s still plenty of time to make 
your summer garden beautiful for Christmas. 

Ideas for a 
beautiful 
garden 

 The Don Stafford Room display for the 
months of September and October is 
entitled ‘Honouring New Zealand’s heroes. A 
number of notable New Zealanders who 
have succeeded in a variety of arenas, in 
both past and present, will be profiled.. This 
month in Liblets we will  look at one notable 
New Zealander of Rotorua origins, Alan Duff. 
Alan Duff was born in Rotorua in 1950 of a 
Maori mother and a Pakeha father. In his 
chapter in the book Growing up Maori he 
relates how he “moved between the 
European world and the Maori with ease and 
hardly gave it a second thought”. He is best 
known for authoring the book Once were 
warriors which was adapted into a 
screenplay for the highly successful film of 
the same name. He has written a number of 
other fiction books including State ward and 
Other side of the moon. Duff has also written 
a number of non-fiction works one of which 

is possibly his most compelling book, his 
own autobiography, Out of the mist and 
steam: a memoir. The book begins with his 
upbringing in Rotorua hence the reference to 
mist and steam and describes his 
tumultuous life with its many ups and downs;  
being highly successful academically and 
dux of his school, mixing with the criminal 
underground in London and winding up in 
prison for cheque fraud and facing the 
ultimate nightmare of having his beloved 
older brother killed in a drunken car crash. 
His story has a happy ending with his 
ultimate success as a writer, relative 
happiness in his personal life and Duff 
learning to eventually like himself and come 
to terms with who he was a Maori and 
Pakeha New Zealander.    

Honouring a Rotorua Hero 

The hugely popular Asterix series has captivated 
children since the first album was published in 
1961.  Albert Uderzo was the artist while his 
friend Rene Goscinny wrote the manuscripts.  
After the death of Goscinny in 1977, Uderzo  has 
taken over the writing as well as the illustrations. 
 

NEW Asterix TITLES @ the Library 
Asterix and the secret weapon  Asterix and the black gold 
Asterix and the great divide       Ästerix and Obelix all at sea 
Asterix and the magic carpet      Asterix and son 
 

If you are an Asterix fan, you’re sure to enjoy the  
official Asterix website at  www.asterix.tm.fr/
english which is full of interesting news, games 
and pictures.  Learn how to 
make a comic book and 
listen to an interview with 
Albert Uderzo. 
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“Music washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life” 

Red Auerbach 

As part of our regular reviewing processes, we are looking at the serv-
ices provided by Librus the Mobile Library to ensure we are best meet-
ing the needs of our community.  We are really interested in your opin-

ion.  If you have something to say, positive or otherwise, fill out the 
questionnaire which is available from the  

Library or onboard Librus.  You don’t have to be a regular user 
of the mobile Library to make comments.  

Lake in the Clouds  
by Sarah Donati 
Lake in the Clouds picks up the story of 
Elizabeth and Nathaniel, following on from 
Into the Wilderness and Dawn on a Dis-
tant Shore.  Hannah’s determination to 
nurse a dangerously ill slave 
and give her refuge puts her 
life in peril.  Her decision 
places both her family and her 
heart in jeopardy because the 
bounty hunter after the slave 
girl is Hannah’s childhood 
friend and first love, Liam 
Kirby.  

Quentins  
by Maeve Binchy 
It was hard to believe when Maeve 
Binchy said that Scarlet Feather 
was her last novel and sure enough 
she has responded to her millions 
of fans with a new novel, again with 
a foodie theme.  In her new book 
Quentins, you will meet new friends 
and old. The twins from Scarlet Feather, Signora 
from Evening Class, and Ria from Tara Road all 
drop by, as do a host of new friends-Mon, the ever-
cheerful Australian waitress, and Blouse Brennan, 
whose simplicity disguises a sharp mind and a 
heart of gold.  
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Hot Picks ! 

Other new Hot Picks 
Tom Clancy - Red Rabbit.  Goes back to the 
very early career of Jack Ryan, the hero of 
Hunt for Red October. 
Greg Iles - Sleep no more. Thriller. 

School Art on Display 
Clocks of all different shapes and sizes were on display recently at the library.  Horohoro 

School pupils made the clocks from a basic clock mechanism and designed shapes 

around them.  Ranging from a horse to a Maori carving, the clocks were all very innovative 

with quite a few visitors expressing the desire to buy one.  Another very colourful display 

was provided by Kaitao Intermediate School pupils.  Their work hung in the upstairs gallery 

and was very much appreciated by visitors to that area.  If your school would like to exhibit 

artworks, we are more than happy to oblige, space permitting.  Contact Janet Arnet, 

Children’s Librarian to make your booking. 
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CD MUSIC CLUB  ¯     
Join today  @  the Library 

Exceptional talent was evident at the recent teens Art    Project, an 

initiative to decorate the Teens section in the library.  Approximately 

18 teenage volunteers spent two days  painting and the end result 

was awesome!  Be sure to check out the     

artwork in the Teens section next time you 

visit the library.  Generous    sponsorship 

secured hardboard (John Crean and 

Rotoma Timber) and food for three meals 

(McDonalds, KFC and Pizza Haven). 

The Cat who went to Paris  
by Peter Gethers. 

 
In this first book we meet Nor-
ton the Scottish Fold kitten. 
The adventure starts first with 
walks, then summer holidays 
to international destinations 
such as Amsterdam and 
Paris hence the title.  As you 
read this book it becomes 
clear that Norton is a very ex-
ceptional cat indeed. 

Here are three delightful books that are sure to delight.  Peter Gethers 
was a self confessed cat hater, that is until someone gave him a six 
week old grey Scottish Fold as a present.  From that moment on his life 
seemed to revolve around this cat that had managed to become part of 
Peter’s life.  So began the adventures with Norton. 

A Cat abroad  
by Peter Gethers. 

This second book is the further 
adventures of Norton the 
Scottish Fold cat.  Peter and 
girlfriend Janis along with 
Norton spent a year living in 
Provence, travelling to many 
different places where they are 
all welcomed like old friends.  
There were also publicity tours 
for the first book where people 
were keen to meet the cat with 
so many adventures under his 
tail.  

The Cat who’ll live forever  
by Peter Gethers 

This is the final book about 
Norton and his many 
adventures.  In this book the 
author has to come to grips 
with the fact that Norton is 
getting old and he may not 
always be around.  When you 
read this book you realise the 
amazing relationship between 
Norton the perfect cat and his 
imperfect human. You won’t be 
disappointed. 

The Adventures of Norton 

Wow!  Awesome!  Freaky! 


