
To Autumn 

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,  

    Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;  

Conspiring with him how to load and bless  

    With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;  

To bend with apples the moss'd cottage-trees,  

    And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;  

        To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells  

    With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,  

And still more, later flowers for the bees,  

Until they think warm days will never cease,  

        For summer has o'er-brimm'd their clammy cells. 

Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store?  

    Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find  

Thee sitting careless on a granary floor,  

    Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind;  

Or on a half-reap'd furrow sound asleep,  

    Drows'd with the fume of poppies, while thy hook  

        Spares the next swath and all its twined flowers:  

And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep  

    Steady thy laden head across a brook;  

    Or by a cyder-press, with patient look,  

        Thou watchest the last oozings hours by hours. 

Where are the songs of spring?  Ay, where are they?  

    Think not of them, thou hast thy music too, -  

While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day,  

    And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue;  

Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn  

    Among the river shallows, borne aloft  

        Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies;  

And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn;  

    Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft  

    The red-breast whistles from a garden-croft;  

        And gathering swallows twitter in the skies. 

      John Keats  

'To Autumn' is perhaps Keats's most famous and beloved work.  It is considered the 
perfect embodiment of poetic form, intent, and effect.  It was written in Winchester on 
19 September 1819 and first published in 1820.   Keats described the feeling behind 

its composition in a letter to his friend Reynolds, 'Somehow a stubble plain looks 
warm - in the same way that some pictures look warm - this struck me so much in my 

sunday's [sic] walk that I composed upon it.' 
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Wise men talk because they have something to say; fools, because they have to say 

something. Plato Greek Philosopher 347 - 427 BC 

Good Friday 
FRIDAY 2nd APRIL:  CLOSED 
 
SATURDAY 3rd APRIL:  OPEN 9.30am - 
4pm 
 
Easter Sunday 
SUNDAY 4th APRIL:  CLOSED 
 
Easter Monday 
MONDAY 5th APRIL:  CLOSED 
 
TUESDAY 6th APRIL:  OPEN 9.30am - 8pm 
(Normal Library Hours resume from this date onwards) 

  

EASTER CLOSING HOURSEASTER CLOSING HOURS  

It’s official - issues at the library have increased by 10.46% compared to  
March last year.  We thought we had been busy and the figures just 
proved it.  Thankfully we have a lot more options for our library customers 
as far as processing your library items go.  There’s the drive-by returns bin 
in the library lane and two self-checkout terminals so you can avoid 
lengthy queues when you have chosen your next lot of library books.  We 
have streamlined the service desk procedures so that customers can go to 
any of the three counters for checking out items, enrolling or asking a 
reference question.  And there are normally quite a few staff walking about 
should you require any help.   
Lots of events going on this month with school holiday programmes, 2 
authors coming, our reading group just for adults, Reading Round and a 
special blessing ceremony for kidZone and the unveiling of a very special 
storyteller’s chair.   See you in the Library!     



New Zealand Services Coming in April 

Also available in NZ services: 
Don Stafford Room 

The Library regularly holds author evenings which over the years have 
mostly been very successful.  Some guests have included 
international best-sellers like Bryce Courtenay, Jeffrey Deaver, Steve 
Berry and John Connolly as well as NZ 
favourites like Fiona Kidman, Joan Druett, 
Craig Marriner, Barbara Ewing, Max Cryer 
and Steve Gurney.  
 
Author evenings are an opportunity to meet 
and learn about the person behind the 
writing and most times, you can get an 
autographed copy to take home with you. 
 
We often have limited notification of an 
author visit but do promote in the local 
papers, with posters as well as an 
announcement on our website.   However if 
you would like to get an email notification of 
an author evening, send your address to 
Library@rdc.govt.nz and you’ll be one of 
the first to know. John Connolly 

Be the first to know 

Up on the 2nd Floor you will find the latest display is 

New Zealanders at War 1914 — 1970s 
 

Rotorua people have always served their country —  in many different 
ways. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Use the catalogue terminals to search the databases and you will find  
information such as this photograph of Eleanor Roosevelt with some  
Rotorua Land Services women taken from Te Ara Encyclopaedia.  
 

Can anyone name the women in this photograph? 

 
Answers to the New Zealand Services Desk please. 

Jan’s Dash is about the journey of 

the author’s sister Jan Binnie from 

birth to death – her ‘dash’ – an 

inspiration against the odds of 

being a Type 1 diabetic and the 

challenges she faced with the 

complications of this disease. 
 
Speaking at the Library will be 

RAEWYN WELLER 
15th APRIL at 5.30pm 

Gold coin donation 



BOOK SALE ! BOOK SALE !  BOOK SALE ! 
Kuirau Park old Tearoom Kiosk 

9.00am - 1.00pm 
Next sales:  Saturdays 3rd & 17th April 2010 

Books & Magazines galore 

Harvest Time in Food & Drink LIVING ROOM 

Were you paying attention when your mother was preserving jars and jars of peaches 
or mixed up a huge pot of pickled vegetables to see the family through the next year? 
 
So you’re ready to harvest your bountiful crop from this summer’s growing season.  
Piers Warren’s book, How to store your garden produce? The key to self-
sufficiency (641.4) offers an abundance of information about storing and preserving 
the different vegetables.  Recipes for peach chutney, mint sauce and marrow wine 
are reminiscent of Grandma’s handwritten housekeeping notes but there is plenty of 

modern input with regard to storage instructions 
like freezing and vacuum packing. There is more 
on preserving in Preserving Nature’s bounty 
by Frances Bissell (641.42 BIS) that has 
everything from strawberries to mangos and 
delicious sounding recipes for pomegranate & 
pink champagne jelly and blackberry vodka.  If 
you are wanting to avoid refined sugar due to a 
medical condition or just a personal preference, 
Canning and preserving without sugar by 
Norma M. MacRae (641.4 MACR) is an ideal 
resource put together by a registered dietician 
who covers techniques, tools and ingredients 
while providing nutritional facts for each recipe. 
Try your hand at some thousand year-old eggs  
or pickled ginger from the book Creative 
pickling by Barbara Ciletti (641.46 CIL) or if all 
else fails, there’s The complete idiot’s guide to 
preserving food by Karen Brees (641.4 BRE) 

We’re having a PARTY 

Is it a bird?  Is it a plane? No, of course 
not...it’s AUNTY BEA! 

 
She’s buzzing into the library on  

Friday 30th April at 5pm 
 

to launch her latest book,  

“Hoha the Taniwha!” 
 

So come along all you little taniwha and 
have a whole lot of ka pai fun with  

Aunty Bea ! 
 

PRIZES !  STORYTIME !  WAIATA ! 
  

April will see the blessing of the 
Library’s Children’s Department, 

KidZone.  
A uniquely special storytelling chair 

has been carved by local carver,  
Te Reimana Tahiata and will be blessed 
and presented to the library during the 
celebrations which will culminate in the 

launch of Aunty Bea’s new book 
 

FRIDAY 30th APRIL 5.00pm 
 

Nau mai, haere mai 
All welcome 

Aunty Bea (Author) and Katherine 
Quin (Illustrator) at the launch of 'One 
day a Taniwha'. www.auntybea.co.nz 

This year, ANZAC DAY falls on a Sunday and therefore does not affect 

normal opening hours for the Library.  We have a wide selection of 

ANZAC resources suitable for children and adults to help gain a better 

understanding of this woeful event from our history.    



 

Featured Reading She’s a STAR 

Several Library staff have now passed the Customer 
Service Desk Course and Jane Rotherham is one of the 
most recent to do so. 
 
The course helps to equip staff with product knowledge in 
order to help customers as best they can.  With such a wide 
range of products and services on offer, it can sometimes 
mean that one minute you are helping a child to find their 
favourite nursery rhyme and the next, assisting a serious 
researcher to navigate through our epic databases.  

There have been any number of books written about the Internet and its affect on our 
lives but these two titles, though they are not new, present some interesting theories.  
 
Andrew Keen, in his book The Cult of the Amateur talks about the Web 2.0 
revolution and the transformation of our culture. Anyone with an opinion can now 
publish a blog, a video or change an entry on Wikipedia. He fears the distinction 
between expert and amateur is becoming dangerously blurred. He poses the 
question, “Do we really understand the consequences of blindly supporting a culture 
that endorses plagiarism and piracy and fundamentally weakens traditional media 
and creative institutions?” 
“The Cult of the Amateur” by Andrew Keen 303.4833 KEE (General)   JG 
 
In the book True Enough Farhad Manjoo talks about the reality of what we see and 
what we believe and the influence of the Internet on our lives. The book explores 
leading controversies of American politics, science and business and talks about 
people who espouse far-out interpretations of reality. It’s about the truth as we see it – 
or as the Internet dictates.  
“True enough” by Farhad Manjoo 177.3 MAN (General)   JG 

The Templars' Secret Island describes an intriguing 
investigation into the geographic location of several ancient  
churches on the island of Bornholm.  Could it be merely 
coincidence that they are strategically located according to 
one of the most revered geometric symbols and how do 
these churches connect to the mysterious Rennes le 
Chateau in France and the lost treasure of Jerusalem?  Is it 
possible that our ancestors were in possession of a higher 
knowledge that enabled them to survey land with amazing 
accuracy, even across thousands of miles? If you enjoy 
mathematics you will revel in the calculations throughout this 
book but even if you glaze over these parts, the end results 
are still fascinating.  The Templars’ Secret Island by Erling 
Haagensen and Henry Lincoln.  271.7913 HAA (General) 
SH 

for babies & toddlersfor babies & toddlersfor babies & toddlersfor babies & toddlers    

 
The Girl With Glass Feet by Ali Shaw (L8EST release) 
 
The Girl With Glass Feet is a story of fragility and loss. But it is 
also a story about love, life, transformation and the strength of 
the human spirit. Poetically written with sensitivity this 
perceptive, poignant novel explores the incongruity of life – how 
it can be beautiful yet tragic, loving yet loveless, selfless yet 
selfish. It is a story about choice, of finding yourself and of 
stepping away from a paralysing, damaging past.  Shaw’s 

complex characterisation is sharp and the mystery and vagueness surrounding the 
characters and their situation paradoxically adds depth to who they are and intensity 
to their experiences. Its power is not only in its language, plot and characters but in its 
ability to hold and observe a moment.  Shaw’s lyrical writing and control enable us to 
suspend belief as realism and fantasy fuse. A highly rewarding, satisfying read.  KH 

Love & loss 
Has the internet affected you? 

 

Restarts after the school 

holidays 
Tuesday 20th April at 10.30am 

Thursday 22nd April at 1.30pm 

READING ROUND 
Adult Reading Discussion Group 

Wednesday 28th April 2010 
10.30am 

All welcome, come along and bring a friend 



MOBILE LIBRARYMOBILE LIBRARY  
                Bringing the Library Bringing the Library Bringing the Library Bringing the Library     

to to to to YOUR YOUR YOUR YOUR place !place !place !place !    

 

 FLYPAST is a veritable 
feast of  aviation heritage articles 
from all around the world.   

CAR, as expected, profiles the latest, fastest and classiest 
machines that you can entertain thoughts of owning right 
after your lotto win but great reading none-the-less. 

New Magazines 
There are some really interesting doggy articles 
in Fetch like what it takes to be in the Search 
and Rescue team, the difference a guide dog 
has made to blind Paralympian runner, Rob 
Matthews and how to choose the right dog for 
your household.  Fetch can be found in the 
magazine section on the Ground Floor. 

REMIX magazine would certainly look impressive on the 
coffee table and maybe worth borrowing just for that!  It’s full 
of fashion from hair and make-up to shoes, eating out, music, 
events and personal interviews. There’s a lot of amazing 
fashion photography which is almost more about scene-setting 
than the individual garments but all very stylishly done so that 
even photographers and artists would enjoy this mag ! 
Remix comes out quarterly. 

Winter is an etching, spring a watercolor, summer an oil painting and 

autumn a mosaic of them all.                                     Stanley Horowitz 

Christian Karlson (C.K.) Stead, ONZ., CBE, one of 

NZ’s most prominent writers has won the British 

Sunday Times Short Story Award, the richest short 

story prize in the world.  The prize of $53,000, which 

incidentally works out to $12 per word for Stead’s Last 

Season’s Man, was awarded to Stead from a pool of 

over 1,000 entries, many of whom are accomplished 

writers.  Stead who is 77, has published 11 novels, 2 

collections of short stories and 15 collections of 

poems, as well as six books of literary criticism and 

essays.  

NZ writer wins top award 

EMPIRE magazine is packed with articles, reviews and teasers of all movies out 
on the big screen, on DVD, television, in production and ‘projects’ in the minds of the 
industries most successful directors and producers. 
April issue, now available for rental in the HOTMAGS 
section of our magazine collection; includes an in 
depth article of the 3D extravaganza ‘Clash of the 
Titans’, to be released in New Zealand on the 1st of 
April, 2010.  
An interview with James Cameron, director of the hit 
movie Avatar, gives us confirmation of a second 
Avatar (and perhaps a third) and a hint of what we 
can expect from this sequel. 
Wall Street sequel “Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps” 
resurrects Wall Street villain Gordon Gekko and 
features comments from director Oliver Stone. 
Dame Helen Mirren tells us about her amazing career 
and her latest movie ‘The Last Station’ 
Everything in this magazine is to do with movies, 
including the advertisements. A cover to cover read if 
you’re a fan of film. Highly recommended. DP 



April School  

Holiday Programme  

Tuesday 6th & Thursday 8th  

Tues 13th & Thurs 15th 

@ 10.30am each day 

Programme for ages: 

6-12 Years 

Tuesday, April the 6th @ 10.30am:CrumpscoddleTuesday, April the 6th @ 10.30am:CrumpscoddleTuesday, April the 6th @ 10.30am:CrumpscoddleTuesday, April the 6th @ 10.30am:Crumpscoddle 
Come along and listen to some really revolting rhymes.  Play Gobblefunk. 

Then you could make Mr Twits beard! or The B.F.G’s ears! or a Fantastic Mr Fox Mask!  

Thursday, April the 8th @ 10.30am: Fizzwiggler Thursday, April the 8th @ 10.30am: Fizzwiggler Thursday, April the 8th @ 10.30am: Fizzwiggler Thursday, April the 8th @ 10.30am: Fizzwiggler  
Come along dressed up as your favourite Roald Dahl book character or wear your clothes backwards, and be captivated by a Fantastical, 

Bootboggling performance by The Travelling Tuataras rein acting some Roald Dahl classics! 

Tuesday, April the 13th @ 10.30am: Gumfrog Tuesday, April the 13th @ 10.30am: Gumfrog Tuesday, April the 13th @ 10.30am: Gumfrog Tuesday, April the 13th @ 10.30am: Gumfrog  
KidZone Scavenger Hunt for the Golden Ticket.  Make sure you sign your team up  

(2-4 members, 1 adult per team) at the Library Help Desk before the 6th of April 2010 to take part. Use your library smarts in the Ki-

dzone area to try and win a gloriumptious prize!  Give yourselves a team name and silly uniform! 

BE QUICK! There is a limit of 10 teams, so register asap! 

Thursday, April the 15th @ 1030am: Bootboggler Thursday, April the 15th @ 1030am: Bootboggler Thursday, April the 15th @ 1030am: Bootboggler Thursday, April the 15th @ 1030am: Bootboggler  
Come along and listen to some more revolting rhymes, tell some more silly jokes and play a few more Roald Dahl Games. Then create a lolly 

tree that could be put in Willy Wonka’s chocolate room!  Lastly we will announce the winners of the Revolting Recipe Design & Rhyme 

Competition. 

Visit our website for details: www.rotorualibrary.govt.nz 


