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What events are on this month? 

Thursday 3rd June 5.30pm   Irish thriller writer, John Connolly at the Library 
 
Saturday 5th June EARTH DAY - display in kidZone 
 
Saturday 5th June 9am - 1pm Friends of the Library BOOK SALE, Kuirau Park Old 
Tea Kiosk 
 
Saturday 12th June Matariki (see below)  
 
Monday 14th June 5.30pm Max Cryer at the Library 
  
Saturday 19th June 9am - 1pm Friends of the Library BOOK SALE, Kuirau Park Old 
Tea Kiosk 
Wednesday 23rd June 10.30am READING ROUND Adult reading discussion group 

at the Library 
 
 

Queen’s Birthday 
 

The Library  
and the Mobile Library Bus 

 

will be CLOSED on 

Monday 7th June 2010 
 

and will re-open as normal 
on Tuesday 8th June 

9.30am - 8pm 

Queen Elizabeth II’s 

actual birthdate is 

21st April 1926 ! 

  

We feel pretty privileged to have secured two very well-known authors to 
make an appearance at our library this month.  The Irish thriller writer, 
JOHN CONNOLLY who is only making four stops throughout NZ will be 
here on Thursday 3rd June at 5.30pm.  This is your chance to meet John 
and get him to autograph a copy of his latest novel, the Whisperers.  
Then on Monday 14th June at 5.30pm, MAX CRYER will be appearing 
at the library too.  Most will remember this iconic NZ entertainer from 
years of TV and radio work.  Read all about Max in our newsletter. 
 
Our library foyer display will feature our FAMILY HISTORY resources 
which are largely on the 2nd floor in NZ services.  If you are wanting to 
track down your family’s history or whakapapa ,this is an excellent place 
to start.     
 
The winter adult READING PROGRAMME will get underway in late 
June and we will advise as soon as details are finalised.  In the past this 
programme has proved to be really popular so watch out for more 
details. 
 
A new collection on the first floor is called GREEN LIVING and this is the 
place to look for information about organic ways to grow, build, cook and 
clean.   
 
Dare we say it but school holidays are on the horizon and kidZone is 
planning a talent quest of galactic proportions.  STAR WARZ: battle of 
the stars will showcase young talent so if you have any emerging stars, 
get them to practise in preparation for this which is bound to be an “out 
of this world” event. 

Known as the Māori New Year, Matariki is one of the 
most significant celebrations on the Māori calendar 
and is becoming increasingly well-known and 
celebrated throughout New Zealand 

It is the appearance of the star cluster Pleiades or 
Seven Sisters in the north-eastern pre-dawn sky in late 
May-early June – there is no exact date. Celebrations 
most often begin after the next new moon after 
Matariki has risen, which is 12 June this year. 

Watch out for our display in the library showcasing 
resources available. 

Matariki 2010  
Time to Celebrate 

And every Tuesday (10.30am) and Thursdays (1.30pm)  

there is Rhyme ‘n’ Rumpus for  babies & toddlers 

  

  



New Zealand Services   We’re on the 2nd floor ! 

BOOK SALE ! BOOK 
SALE !  BOOK SALE ! 
Kuirau Park old Tearoom Kiosk 

 

9.00am - 1.00pm 
 

     Next sales:   
Saturdays 5th & 19th June 2010 

Books & magazines galore 
 
 
 
 
 

Run by the Friends of the  
Rotorua District Library 

The Friends of the Rotorua District Library continue to help 
out with various projects and the latest acquisition is some 
specialised book shelving for the Adults Graphic Novel 
collection as well as for teeNZown.  Shelving and display in 
both these areas was becoming very restrictive and the old 
shelving could hardly cope, so it was very much appreciated 
when the Friends of the Library bought the new shelves. 

LOOKING FOR ONLINE FAMILY HISTORY RESOURCES ? 
Then search the online databases and websites on our 

Library Catalogue Computers. 

Search the library edition of Ancestry.com for census and 
passenger lists, birth, death and marriages and military      
records in the UK, Ireland, Australia, United States, Canada 
and Europe. 

Search Births, Deaths, Marriages-Historical Records for 
NZ births that occurred 100 years ago, stillbirths from 50 
years, marriages from 80 years and deaths from 50 years 
ago. 

Search Rotorua Cemetery Records from 1882-2010. 

Search Dictionary of NZ Biography for New Zealanders 
who have “made their mark” on the country.  It does not 
include people who are alive. 

Search Central and Local Government and type 
Archway in the search box to find histories of         
government departments and the types of records 
they created such as wills and probates, military and 
civil service records. 

Search Papers Past for digitised 
NZ newspapers and periodicals 
from 1839-1932. The Bay of Plen-
ty Times is available from 1875-
1910. 

There is a wealth of information literally at your fingertips.  Some databases are only 
accessible from within the library, but many are on the library catalogue via 
www.rotorualibrary.govt.nz.  You may need your library barcode to log into some. 

Friends buy new shelving 



No raven-tressed siren here 

 The Times of London declared: "It's a quirk of the music 
industry that one of the sexiest, most sensual voices in all of 
pop music comes not from some raven-tressed siren in a glitter-
dress but a middle-aged woman with a utility haircut and a 
penchant for male tailoring."  K.D. Lang’s Recollections is a 
celebration of her 25 years in music, where she has 
continuously baffled those who feel the need to categorize 
singers into particular genres.  She moves from alternative 
country to blues, jazz, soft rock and even Brazilian overtones 
with a sophisticated range of vocals that few are blessed with.  
Recollections is superb listening and includes her biggest hit, 
Constant Craving as well as two versions of Leonard Cohen’s 
beautiful Hallelujah.    

Bounty of Books from Beppu  

Last year, Rotorua District Library initiated 
a book exchange with our Japanese sister 
city Beppu which is on the island of Kyushu 
and famed for its geothermal attractions 
and spa culture.  We outlined the proposal 
to His Worship the Mayor who kindly wrote 
a letter to the mayor of Beppu on our 
behalf.  We were pleased when 
Japanese mayor, Mr Hiroshi Hamada 
whose daughter spent a year in Rotorua 
learning English some time ago, endorsed 
the idea and gave us the name of the 
Beppu City Library manager, Mr Arichika 
Tatuskawa to further correspond with.   

The idea behind the exchange was to 
augment our mutual relationship with 
Beppu and also to build up our well-used 
Japanese collection.  The collection is still 
small as we only started actively collecting 
in Japanese about 5 years ago.  We do 
have a modest annual budget for new 
books and we gratefully accept donations 
mostly from Japanese students attending 
the Rotorua English Language 
Academy.  The proposal was that we 
exchange 150 books, some about our 
respective countries and people but others  

 

 

 

 

 

just as examples of what Kiwis and their 
children read for recreation. The addition 
of the new  books from Beppu, some of 
which have won literary or publishers' 
award will beef up our stock substantially.   

The books from Beppu arrived a month or 
so ago and our boxes for them are just 
clearing Japanese customs 
currently.  Chiemi Nara, our Japanese 
speaking staff member whose help was 
invaluable with the exchange of 
correspondence, has just finished her 
library qualification and will catalogue the 
books shortly. 

Chiemi Nara & Bev Emmerson  

JOHN CONNOLLY 
Award winning thriller writer  

at 

Rotorua District Library 
5.30pm Thursday 3rd June 2010 

 
Autographed copies of John’s latest book  

will be on sale 
Entry by Gold coin donation 

 

 

Kiwiosities: An A-Z of NZ traditions and folklore by 
Gordon Ell. 305.823z ELL (General) 
 
Described as the melting pot of traditions, ideas, folklore 
and history that help to make New Zealanders who they 
are.  This is a nice, interesting read where you can learn 
quite a bit about the origins of classic NZ sayings among 
other things. 

Random Picks 

The Genius in all of us by David Shenk. 155.234 SHE (General) 
The author sweeps aside age-old myths about genetics and gives 
everyone hope for the future in this book about developing the genius 
within us.  According to Shenk, the issue is about the ability (or 
inability) to tap into the powerful resources that are in all of us.  He 
maintains that genes are not a blueprint for mediocrity but a dynamic 
actor in a complex development process which we can all influence. 
  

Feel the fear and beyond by Susan Jeffers. 152.46 JEF (General) 

This is a follow on and companion  to Susan’s previous book, feel the 

fear and do it anyway, a worldwide bestseller now translated into 23 

languages.   Filled with valuable exercises , it is designed to show 

valuable tools to help one along life’s challenging path.   



Featured Author 

MAX CRYER 
Introducing his latest book 

Who said that first?  The curious origins of common 

words and phrases 
 

MONDAY 14th JUNE 2010 

5.30pm 
at Rotorua District Library 

Get an autographed copy of his book 

Light refreshments served 

Entry by gold coin donation 

Max Cryer is one of New Zealand's best-known 
entertainers. He has been a singer, compere, television 
presenter, radio host and quizmaster. Today Max is a full-
time writer, master of Ceremonies and much sought after 
speaker. 

A consummate professional, Max's professional career began a 
soloist at Sadlers Wells Opera in London, then moved into cabaret 
and television work throughout Europe and then New Zealand. In 
New Zealand he has recorded 15 albums, made over 200 
television entertainment appearances, hosted twelve different television series, and was 
awarded ‘Entertainer of the Year.’  An offer from a Hollywood-based entertainment agency 
resulted in his being contracted for ten years to perform 17 tours of USA as a cabaret and TV 
performer. Returning to NZ, he made numerous stage appearances, including opera, hosted 
NZ’s first ever live talk-variety show, 'Town Cryer', before working as a staff producer for 
TVNZ for the following ten years. He was also seconded from TVNZ by the NZ Government 
to direct all entertainment at two World Expos. 

A university graduate with a Master’s degree in Language and Literature, former Chairman of 
the Oxford Union debates, and a judge of the Montana Book Award, Max returned to 
academic life in 1997 and began a radio programme on New Zealand national radio 'Curious 
Questions.' His three subsequent books of ‘Curious Questions’ have each been NZ No.1 best-
sellers. He appears frequently as announcer and host for major musical events, narrator with 
orchestras, and as Master of Ceremonies for visiting notables. 
www.maxvocab.com 

 

Who said that first?  The curious 

origins of common words and phrases. 
During his years working in Hollywood, Max Cryer became 
acquainted with Lucille Ball - at the time the world’s most 

popular comedy actress. One day when they were having lunch 
together, Max complimented her on the amount of pleasure 

she gave, and Lucille replied: ‘I would be absolutely nothing 

without the writers. It’s all to do with the way things are 

written – they create the springboard for me.’ 

The remark stayed with Max for years, and he realised it was 

true. Very often the person who said an effective or 
memorable line didn’t actually create it. As Lucille Ball had 

said, the person in the background should have the credit – 

but was usually invisible.  This is was what motivated him to 
seek not just popular expressions – but where and who they 

came from. 

Max will be at Rotorua District Library on MONDAY 14th JUNE at 5.30pm 

See advert in this newsletter for more details ! 

Coming this month! 

The new adult library cards are here 
with a great shot of our front entrance. 
 
Any new adult signing up will receive a 
card like this (pictured left) for free but 
they are available to other library 
members for $3. 
 
Just ask at the Service Desk. 
 

New Cards 

Ok, gorgeous, I’m going to help you feel your beautiful best every day! 

Born Ko-Hen Wan to a Chinese father and British 
mother, Gok Wan has developed a niche for 
himself in the fashion and style industry as the flab-
friendly guru who deals with a woman’s inner 
beauty as much as the exterior garments she 
wears to boost self-esteem and self-image.  Having 
lived through his teenage years as a 21 stone 
young man, he has an affinity with those who feel 
over-weight though he says that he never regrets 
having been fat himself.   His latest book, Work 
your wardrobe is an easy read with straight forward 
advice and lots of great photos.  “All you have to do 
now is turn around, look in the mirror and repeat 
after me: gorgeous, gorgeous, GORGEOUS !”  



Did you know that the library is open until 8pm every weeknight ? 

Sometimes library staff are approached by 
individuals or companies all around the world 
for information, usually pertaining to people 
who live or used to live in the Rotorua area. 
One such request was recently successfully 
resolved and Mary Ellen Wilson, NZ Services 
Librarian was very surprised to receive a 
beautiful bunch of flowers from the English 
company concerned.  

Have a HOT cuppa at the Library Store Cafe 

Thank you from London 

The Library Store café is now open 

until 7pm every weeknight which is great 

for library users.  For those people who 

come in after work or dinner, you can 

now get yourself a nice hot cuppa either 

before or after visiting the library.  And 

remember, you are very welcome to 

bring your coffee INTO the library with 

you.  All areas other than the 2nd floor 

(NZ Services and Don Stafford Room) 

are food and drink friendly.     

Rhyme & Rumpus Fun 

 HOT 
PICKS 

$5 for  
10 days 

Desire by Louise Bagshawe 
Lisa Costello is leading a charmed life - until she wakes up the 

morning after her glamorous Thailand wedding to find her new 

husband Josh dead in their bed, the murder weapon in her hand.  

She remembers learning at the wedding that Josh had been 

unfaithful, but she certainly doesn't remember killing him.  As Lisa 

flees the scene for Europe, ex-FBI trainee Sam Murray is on her 

trail.   

Caught by Harlan Coben 
17-year-old Haley McWaid is a good girl, 
the pride of her suburban New Jersey 
family, captain of the lacrosse team, 
headed off to college next year with all the 
hopes and dreams her doting parents can 
pin on her.  Which is why, when her mother 
wakes one morning to find that Haley never 
came home the night before, and three 
months quickly pass without word from the 

girl, the community assumes the worst... 

House Rules by Jodi Picoult 
Jacob Hunt is a teenage boy with Asperger's syndrome. He's 

hopeless at reading social cues or expressing himself well to others, 

and like many kids with AS, Jacob has a special focus on one 

subject - in his case, forensic analysis. He's always showing up at 

crime scenes, thanks to the police scanner he keeps in his room, 

and telling the cops what they need to do... and he's usually right.  

But then his town is rocked by a terrible murder and, for a change, 

the police come to Jacob with questions...but not because they want 

his help.   

HOT PICKS are some of the hottest reads on the market and represent good value 
because you pick one up straight away and enjoy it for ten days.  Whenever you 
get a HOT PICK, you’ll can get your $5 club card stamped too, making you even 
closer to your free $5 book or DVD.  

For babies & toddlers 

songs, stories, dancing, fun activities 
 

Tuesdays 10.30am 

Thursdays 1.30pm 
 

No charge, no need to book, just turn up ! 
 



Off the radar..a man, a plan and a paddock by Te Radar 
363.7z TER 
 
From raising chickens to building mud ovens, Off the radar 
examines sustainable living as a practical reality exposing the 
myths perpetrated by generations of television gardeners. It is 
a tale of ineptitude, incompetence and animal husbandry for 
people who want to live the good life and need to know how 
not to go about it. 
 
A hilarious book by comedian/researcher/award-winning 
satirist and director, Andrew J. Lumsden , a.k.a. Te Radar 
who moved from a pad in the city to a paddock in the country.  
It’ll have you laughing by the end of page two !  

GREEN LIVING 
The new GREEN LIVING collection on the first floor behind Plants & Gardens is 
tailored to suit those wanting to know more about everyday environmentally-friendly 
options you can use in your personal life. 
 
Recycling/reducing household waste 
 
Organic gardening 
 
Energy alternatives / conservation 
 
Using environmentally friendly products to maintain your home 
 
Permaculture 
 
Organic  pest control for your house and garden 
 
Natural foods 
 
Water conservation 
 
Ecological houses 
 
...and other related topics 

 
 

World Environment Day 
5th June 2010 

How To Live Off Grid - 
Journeys Outside the 
System by Nick Rosen. 
333.72 ROS 

BUG: The ultimate 
gardener’s guide to 
organic pest control by 
Tim Marshall .  
635.0497 MAR 

Many will remember the 
fanatically self-sufficient 
couple, Tom and Barbara 
Good who threw in the rat 
race and converted their 
backyard into a farmyard/
garden in an effort to 
become self sufficient.     
The BBC’s Good Life was 
screened from 1975-8 and 
still ranks in the top 10 of 
Favourite British Sitcoms.  
You can watch all four 
series which are available 
on DVD.    

G Magazine is packed full of informative articles, photographs 
and tips for green living.  Practising what it preaches, it is 
printed on recycled paper but still looks like a “glossy 
magazine”.  Other “greenie” magazines available are: 

☺ GOOD: NZ’s guide to sustainable living. 

☺ ReNew:  technology for a sustainable future 

☺ Organic NZ 
 
Find all these in the Magazine Collection on the ground floor. 

World Environment Day is about giving a human face to environmental issues, 
empowering people to become active agents of sustainable and equitable development, 
promoting an understanding that communities are pivotal to changing attitudes towards 
environmental issues and advocating partnership which will ensure all nations and peoples 
enjoy a safer and more prosperous future. 
 
The library has many resources providing information about environmental issues, their 
causes, effects, consequences and what you can do to help minimise the negative impacts 
on our earth.  Besides the GREEN LIVING collection (see opposite page) which  pertains to 
a more personal level, there are a great number of books on environmental issues on a 
broader scale (community, national and global). 
 
kidZone also has a good selection on climate change, recycling and waste management,  
gardening, reducing your carbon footprint and much more.  Watch out for the display in 
kidZone for World Environment Day.   


