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T’was the night before Christmas, the library was still 

The trolleys weren’t moving and nor was the till 

The lift it had stopped, on the ground floor it seems 

The stairwell was empty of bustling teens 

There’s no rush or bustle of folk getting books 

And no stream of children as noisy as chooks 

The books full of stories and nail-biting fear 

Sit quiet and solemn cause nobody’s here 

              But 

As darkness looms near and shadows grow tall 

The mural in kidZone comes out of the wall 

The dragon grows scales as slippery as fish 

The boy on his back has been granted his wish 

The mountains and clouds still loom in their glory 

But this little boy just wants a good story 

They ride off the wall right into the space 

Soaring past shelves at a dragonly pace 

The boy scans the covers, there’s no time to waste 

He snatches a book and the dragon makes haste 

They go back to the mural, no time to be merry 

The boy’s got his wish - that was Hairy McLairy 

Just as they sink, back into the wall 

The clock tic-eth over... 

Merry Christmas to all! 

Rotorua District Library Rotorua District Library   

Christmas Hours 2010Christmas Hours 2010 

                  (includes the Mobile Library Service)  

OPEN:   Christmas Eve, Friday 24th December            
 9.30am - 5.30pm 

CLOSED:  Christmas Day, Saturday 25th December 

 Boxing Day, Sunday 26th December 
                   Monday 27th December 
                   Tuesday 28th December 
OPEN:        Wednesday 29th December  9.30am - 8pm 

 Thursday 30th December  9.30am - 8pm 

 New Year's Eve, Friday 31st December  9.30am - 5.30pm 

CLOSED: New Year’s Day, Saturday 1st January 2011 
 Sunday 2nd January  
             Monday 3rd January 
 Tuesday 4th January 
 
OPEN: Wednesday 5th January 2011, 9.30am -8pm 
 
Normal hours will apply outside these days being 

Mon - Friday:  9.30am - 8pm 

Saturdays:      9.30am - 4pm 

Sundays   CLOSED 

The exterior Return Slots and the drive-by Returns Bin are open 
24/7.  You can return any library item (including AV items) except 
oversized books and toys when the library is closed. 

  



New Zealand ServicesNew Zealand Services  

Use your library receipt to get a  
SPECIAL OFFER  

at the Library Store café.  
 

Every receipt will act as a voucher to get a    
 coffee and a cookie for just $5!   

Your library receipt must be dated on the day  
you redeem the voucher. 

New Zealand Services on the second floor of the library 

MoreMore  frequently asked questionsfrequently asked questions  

Is the library now open till 8pm? 
The library has been open till 8pm (every week night) for over 30 years.  Especially 
during summer, it is a great opportunity to bring in the family when the heat of the 
day has worn off.  
If a book is “newly received”  in the catalogue, can I borrow it? 
Newly received acknowledges that the  item has just been received by the library as 
opposed to being “On Order”.  Once it has been catalogued and labelled, it will be 
available on the shelves.  You can put  a reserve on it at this stage if you want to. 
What if I am going to be away on holiday when my books are due? 
You can renew your books online or over the phone. 
Can I print off my flashdrive or the internet at the library? 
Yes. Anyone can use the internet computers for general applications.  You can print 
in black and white or colour.  Instructions for printing are next to the computers. 

A story of hope...A story of hope...  

 All Blacks Don't Cry is John Kirwan's story of hope, of 
working through the pain and living a full life - a poignant, 
inspirational and helpful example for anybody battling      
depression. 
 
Kirwan played at wing for 96 appearances (including 63 test 
matches) as an All Black from 1984 until 1994. Kirwan 
played a major role in the All Blacks’ 23 test unbeaten run 
from 1987 – 1990, scoring 10 tries in five tests against 
Wales and Australia during 1988. In all he scored 35 test 
tries for the All Blacks, and 67 tries in total for appearances 
with the All Blacks, which continues to be the New Zealand 
record. Kirwan's record of 199 first class tries    continues to 
be the New Zealand record for first class rugby. 
All Blacks don’t cry, 616.8527z  KIR in Health & Well   
Being on the first floor.  Also soon to be in HOT PICKS.  

A photo of this magnificent Pohutukawa tree, in full bloom, was sent 

to a staff member by a friend in Thames. 

Kia mau te rongo ki runga ki te whenuaKia mau te rongo ki runga ki te whenuaKia mau te rongo ki runga ki te whenuaKia mau te rongo ki runga ki te whenuaKia mau te rongo ki runga ki te whenuaKia mau te rongo ki runga ki te whenuaKia mau te rongo ki runga ki te whenuaKia mau te rongo ki runga ki te whenua        
Me te whakaaro pai ki nga tangata.Me te whakaaro pai ki nga tangata.Me te whakaaro pai ki nga tangata.Me te whakaaro pai ki nga tangata.Me te whakaaro pai ki nga tangata.Me te whakaaro pai ki nga tangata.Me te whakaaro pai ki nga tangata.Me te whakaaro pai ki nga tangata.        

        
Peace on earth andPeace on earth andPeace on earth andPeace on earth andPeace on earth andPeace on earth andPeace on earth andPeace on earth and        
Goodwill to all menGoodwill to all menGoodwill to all menGoodwill to all menGoodwill to all menGoodwill to all menGoodwill to all menGoodwill to all men....    



 Difficult to put down  

HOT PICKS are just that - selected because they are HOT off the 

press and in great demand.  You can take out a HOT PICK for $5 

for 10 days and enjoy a HOT read before everyone else.  Plus you 

can get your $5 club card stamped and after 9 issues, get one 

FREE.  

Yes, well you’d be smiling too if you had $200 
million in your bank account and not bad for a 
business started from a borrowed laptop.  The 
money was Sam Morgan’s share of the $750  
million paid by Fairfax Media to buy the           
extraordinary Trade Me, the online buying/selling 
business that 2.5million Kiwis are members of.   

 
Written by insider, Michael “MOD” O’Donnell, the book follows the 
journey of Trade Me from conception to today.  You’ll laugh at the     
mistakes they made (eg; changing every member’s name to   
Corrin Dann), the way they worked (eg; carting their prized    
computer servers in the back of someone’s girlfriend’s Toyota 
Corolla) and the you’ll marvel at the way Sam harnessed brilliant 
staff into his fold who could outsmart the big guns like Telecom,     
Yahoo and E-Bay. 
A great read! 

 
Trade Me:  The inside story by Michael MOD O’Donnell 381.177z ODO in      
Business & Economics, first floor. 

The Confession by John Grisham 
An innocent man is days from execution.  Only a guilty man can save 
him.  Travis Boyette is a murderer.  In 1998, in the small East Texas 
city of Sloan, he abducted, raped, and strangled a popular high-school 
cheerleader.  He buried her body so that it would never be found, then 
watched and waited as police and prosecutors arrested Donte Drumm, 
a local football star with no connection to the crime.  Tried, convicted 
and sentenced, Drumm was sent to death row: his fate had been 
decided.  Nine years later, Donte Drumm is four days from execution.  
Over 400 miles away in Kansas, Travis faces a fate of his own: an 
inoperable brain tumor will soon deliver the end. Reflecting on his 
miserable life, he decides to do what's right.  After years of silence he is 
ready to confess.  But how can a guilty man convince lawyers, judges 
and politicians that they're about to execute an innocent man? 

The Masterchef NZ show gave us excellent food,         

passionate contestants, smart judges, nail-biting drama 

and terrific television.  This book collects the best of the 

recipes from all of the shows: all of the top 24 recipes from 

contestants from all over the country; the winning recipes 

from each episode; a good range from each of the top 12; 

and recipes from top chefs involved with the programme.   

Thanks to the many artists who have shared their    
talents with us this year.  It has been a real bonus for 
the library having such a variety of work on display.  
The current exhibition is by Pam Lines who has  
beautiful watercolour pieces and from the  
13th December, Frank May is exhibiting.  

The 3 stages of man:  

He believes in Santa Claus.  

He doesn't believe in Santa Claus.  

He is Santa Claus. 



Computing Companions 

Whether it’s your passion, hobby, business or just part of your 
everyday life, computer expertise is  like the never-ending story 
as new applications become available.   
 
If you’re looking for guidance in this area, we have a well 
stocked Computer section (within the Science & Technology 
Living Room) on the first floor.   
 
Cloud Computing for Dummies 004.36 CLO 
A down-to-earth (unintended pun) look at this new way of      
utilising hardware and software, where your personalised     
computer programmes and data can be available from any 
computer, anywhere anytime. 
 
Build a website for free 006.7 BEL 
Designing your own website complete with multimedia           
capability as well as a blog site is not that difficult with this easy-
to-read guide.  
 
Wireless Home Networking in easy steps 004.68 PRI 
Is your home computing limited to one computer accessing the 
internet at one time OR transferring data between the two via 
flashdrives or storage  media?  Do you have teenagers? Do you 
want to enjoy online games simultaneously?  If you answered 
yes to any of these you might consider wireless home            
networking where computers are linked to one internet source 
and onboard data (though privacy can still be maintained.)  A 
very user-friendly book full of options. 

TEENS SUMMER READING PROGRAMME….GET READ! 

WIN awesome prizes ! 

Any place, any time 

Runs from December 6th to January 21st 

Grand finale:  Friday 28th January 2011 

Registration Packs at the Library Service Desk 
You must be aged between 13 - 17 years and hold a current Teens Library Card 

Pick up your pack TODAY! 

 

BOOK SALE ! BOOK SALE !  
BOOK SALE ! 

Kuirau Park old Tea Kiosk 
9.00am - 1.00pm 

       Next sales: 4th & 18th  
December  



What a great idea for 
Christmas ! 

RECOMMENDED HOLIDAY READ Mmmmm.. ka pai te kai 

Admittedly, the first thing I search for when I get the Sunday paper is not the    

headline news or the lotto results.  I untangle the sections from their un-user-

friendly folds until I find Sunday, the supplementary magazine and again, I overlook 

the colourful cover, feature articles and full page advertisements of predictably chic 

wines and perfumes, to get to the most important page (in my view) and that is the 

very last page where Steve Braunias is going to make my day! 

Steve Braunias is a senior writer and columnist with The Sunday Star-Times and winner of 

numerous national journalism awards. Fool's Paradise, his book of selected columns, won Best 

First Book of Non-Fiction at the 2002 Montana Book Awards. He has been the editor of Capital 

Times, feature writer at Metro, deputy editor at the Listener, and is a contributing writer to TV 

One's Eating Media Lunch and The Unauthorised History of New Zealand. 

Smoking in Antarctica : Selected Writing by Steve 

Braunias 

Steve Braunias shines in this superb selection of new 
writing. Starting with the election of the Key            
government, the multiple award-winning writer      
commentates with devastating directness on the    
devious ways of politicians, the effects of the          
recession on ordinary New Zealanders, and the      
notorious murders that shocked us to the core. On a 
lighter note, he relates his adoration of birds, his    
detestation of 'truly horrible food' (columns which 
brought countless contributions from readers) and the 
'hell' of his much-vaunted stay in Antarctica. Thread-
ed throughout – and reported with disarming honesty 
– is Braunias's own journey as a journalist and would-
be novelist. Above all, he writes about his young 
daughter in moving columns that have won him many 
new readers and admirers. 

 

Watch out for our special 
Christmas advent display in 

the Library foyer.  Library staff 
have been busy preparing for 
one Christmas diorama to be  

revealed each day until  
Christmas Eve when all will be 

revealed! 

If you have extra food you’d like to donate to the Salvation 

Army’s foodbank this month, we will have a collection box near 

our Christmas Tree where donations would be gratefully       

received.   Please bring tinned or packet foods or any other 

household grocery item.  Thank you all! 

Tis the season for giving... 

A delightful selection of Charming places to stay in New Zealand.  This book 
covers boutique accommodation, lodges, bed & breakfasts, farmstays, seaside 
escapes and much more.  Whether you’re planning a holiday or perhaps a very 
special event, this is a great guide to refer to.  From Kaitaia to Stewart Island, 
hundreds of options are showcased including tariff rates.  
Charming places to stay in New Zealand 993z TRA 2011 (In NZ Services, 
second floor) 

Marinated Trevally with kina, NZ Manuka Honey 
Salmon on Coriander Noodles, Inanga Omelette 
and Minute Paua are just a few of the delectable 
delights explained in Anne Thorpe’s latest book.  
The photographs are enough to make your mouth 
water too!  
The popular TV show host Anne Thorpe is a breast 
cancer survivor and her cooking methods using 
fresh ingredients most likely have contributed to 
her zest and zing for life. Kai Ora 641.5z THO in 
NZ Services, 2nd floor  



Separating out the FREE FICTION from the 

pay fiction should come as a nice surprise to 

fiction borrowers.  Although the lack of a 

genre icon on the spine was a distinguishing 

feature to differentiate “free” from “rental”, it 

has been decided to create a separate     

collection to make it easier for borrowers. 

FREE FICTION includes most classics and 

fiction of a more literary worth while pay  

fiction has more entertainment value. 

 

Only a week since the re-arrangement in 

Fiction took place, there has already been 

positive feedback from customers.  So take 

a browse right down the far end of the Adult 

Fiction.     

FREE FICTION FINDS FAVOUR 

 

Knights & Dragons, Castles & Crusades 

Conquer the War of the Words these summer holidays with  
Rotorua District Library. Pick up a pack and see if you can read your way 
up through the castle from prisoner  >  peasant  >  serf   >  squire  >  knight  >  

Baron  >  King, or Baroness  > Queen.  
The more you read the further you climb. Reach the turret to claim your crown. 

Reading, being read to and listening to talking books all count. 
Pick up a flyer or check out our website www.rotorualibrary.govt.nz www.rotorualibrary.govt.nz www.rotorualibrary.govt.nz www.rotorualibrary.govt.nz for details 

Battle it out from 6th December 2010 to 21st January 2011 
Grand Finale: Saturday 29th January 2011 

For young readers aged 0 to 12years 

School holiday programme 

 

Christmas Rhyme & Rumpus on 

Tuesday 14th December at 10.30am 

Thursday 16th December at 1.30pm 

 

Then we close Rhyme and Rumpus 

till 2011.   

 

Have a wonderful Christmas and a  

super dupa happy New Year !  

From Kay & Anne  

Pictured above is the location of the 

FREE adult fiction.  There is certainly 

plenty to choose from out of this 

collection. 

A few days before Christmas, two young 

brothers were spending the night at their 

grandparent's house. When it was time to 

go to bed, and anxious to do the right 

thing, they both knelt down to say their 

prayers. 

Suddenly, the younger one began to do so 

in a very loud voice.                            

"Dear Lord, please ask Santa Claus to 

b r i ng  me  a  p l a y - s ta t ion ,  a              

mountain-bike and a telescope."     

His older brother leaned over and nudged 

his brother and said, "Why are you 

shouting your prayers? God isn't deaf." 

"I know" he replied, "But Grandma is!" 


