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I 
t’s hard to believe that July 2010 is already here and that the 

great library expansion project 08/09 is now almost a distant 

memory.  We still get visitors telling us all the time how wonderful 

our library is in comparison to their own libraries and how fortunate the 

locals are here. We quite agree and so do you, going on our statistics 

over the past year.  New borrower registrations went up 20%, the door 

count was up 10% and issues were up 4.19%.  The Library Store café 

is doing well, the new self-issue machines look after 30.5% of all 

issues, the Toi Tangata Art Space has been solidly booked since its 

inception and the Meeting Rooms are well used. We have FREE 

wireless internet for resident members and this has been very well 

utilised to date.  With a lot more floor space we have been able to 

spread out collections, making for much more comfortable browsing.  

In general, we do have a fine library with a good range of products and 

services to be proud of which is a reflection of the support of many 

people and organisations who truly understand the value of having 

such a beneficial resource in our community, for our community. 

 Ma to rourou    With your foodbasket 

 Ma taku rourou   And my foodbasket 

 Ka ora ai te iwi   The people will thrive 

I cdnuolt blveiee that I cluod aulaclty 
uesdnatnrd what I was rdanieg.  The 
phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid, 
aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde 
Uinervtisy, it dseno't mtaetr in what oerdr the 
ltteres in a word are, the olny iproamtnt tihng 
is that the frsit and last ltteer be in the rghit 
pclae.  The rset can be a taotl mses and you 
can still raed it whotuit a pboerlm.  This is 
bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey 
lteter by istlef, but the word as a wlohe. 
Azanmig huh? Yaeh and I awlyas tghuhot 
slpeling was ipmorantt!  

Rhyme ‘n’ Rumpus 
has a break over 
the school holidays 
but restarts on  
Tuesday 27th July 
at 10.30am and 
Thursday 29th July 
at 1.30pm. 

The Mobile Library will be off the 
road for some days during the July 
school holidays.  These days are: 

Tuesday 6th July 
Tuesday 13th July 

Wednesday 14th July 
Wednesday 28th July 

If you can’t get into town, you can still use the Mobile Library which visits most 
suburbs in the Rotorua district.  Leigh and his team of friendly drivers are more than 
happy to help you find a book, talking book, DVD, music CD or any other item.  If you 
are not a member of the library, they can register you right there as long as you have 
2 forms of ID including something which proves you live in Rotorua (like a power bill in 
your name).  Straight away you’ll be able to borrow two items which you can return to 
the main library or the Mobile Library on or before the date specified on your issue 
ticket.  You can also reserve items and get them delivered to your particular stop. 

Bringing the Library  
to your place. 

INSIDE 
• Kate De Goldi visit 

• Poetry Competition - Win a 
prize ! 

• July School  
 Holiday Programme 
 STAR WARZ 
• He Mahi Kai - Maori 

Language Week 

• What is poetry? 

• Hot Reads for Cold Nights 



New Zealand Services   We’re on the 2nd floor ! 

Doctor Who is the longest-running sci-fi fantasy 
series in the world. It was created at the BBC in 1963 
by Sydney Newman and Donald Wilson, and 
launched by producer Verity Lambert, who was then 
27 years old. Her team, under director Waris 
Hussein, recorded the first episode An Unearthly 
Child, by Anthony Coburn, first as a pilot in 
September 1963 and then again a few weeks later, 
for the launch transmission on 23rd November. 
Viewers were introduced to a mysterious elderly 
scientist, known only as the Doctor, who travels 
through time and space in a ship known as the 
TARDIS. He eventually turns out to be a benevolent 
alien from Gallifrey, the planet of the Time Lords, 
with the ability to transform or 'regenerate' his 
appearance. 

The Doctor is here 

New issues available in 

teeNZown every four weeks. 

Te Mahi Kai = The Language of Food 
 is the theme for this year’s Māori Language Week (26 July – 1 August). 
“Te mahi kai means not just partaking in a meal, but includes all the activity   
undertaken to create that meal, traditional as well as contemporary. This can 
include hunting, diving, fishing, foraging, as well as shopping, through to food 
preparation in the kitchen.”  www.korero.maori.nz/news/mlw 
 

• Use the Māori dictionaries to find out the names of foods. 

• Borrow some of the Māori cookbooks and try some recipes – look at 641.5 
in the Māori collection on the 2nd floor.  

• Or search for maori foods or maori recipes on the web to find many recipes 
both traditional and modern. 

• Try some of the wild herbs that are increasingly available in shops. 

• Try the kawakawa teas, both blended and pure, sold by the Library Store. 

• Plant an edible native in your garden. Both horopito and kawakawa are  
attractive and easy to grow. 

• Grow some Māori potatoes or taewa as a change from your usual varieties. 

• Put down a hangi for your next party. 
 

Look on www.korero.maori.nz/news/mlw for more ideas on how to celebrate 
Māori Language Week. 
 

         

Kawakawa Horopito Hangi Taewa,  Kumara 
 Kamo kamo 

 

He kai nā te tangata, he kai tītongitongi; 
he kai nā tōna ringa, tino kai, tino mākona noa. 

Food from another is nibbling food; that from one’s own effort is the best 
food, the most satisfying food. 

Poetry Competition 

Fancy yourself as a poet...but you just didn’t know it?  Well, blow it, here’s your 
chance to show it with the  
 

2010 Rotorua District Library  

PP  OO  E E T T RR  YY      CC  O O MM  P E P E T T I I TT  II  OO  NN  
Open to adults (18 years +) 

Theme of your poem:  ROTORUA 
 

A basket of writing accessories to be won 
 

Your poem could be a haiku, limerick, sonnet, ode, lament, elegy  
or any other format. 

 

• Entries close 27th July 2010 

• Entries must be submitted suitable for display (no larger than A4) 

• Please bring your entries into the Library or Mobile Library before 27th July. 

Did you know that THE ROCK, six-time WWE winner and in-demand 

actor, Dwayne Johnson is a huge fan of the English poet, Pam Ayres.  You 

can find Pam’s poetry in Language, Literature and Literacy 821.914 AYR 

as well a couple of books in the large print non-fiction. 



HOT PICKS this month 

Ceramics, glasswork & pottery 

There is a wealth of information literally at your fingertips.  Some databases are only 
accessible from within the library, but many are on the library catalogue via 
www.rotorualibrary.govt.nz. You may need your library barcode to log into some. 

Short Story competition - $13,000 in prizes to be won 

What if this library doesn’t have what I want? 

A new magazine for those keen on ceramics, glasswork and 

pottery.  As well as 20 creative projects to do, there are some 
interesting articles in this new magazine available in the 
Magazine section on the ground floor.  

The Sunday Times Short Story Awards are inviting people to enter this year’s short 
story competition.  There are four categories - open, secondary school division, 
best unpublished writer and the people’s choice award.  You can find more details, 
including entry forms on the “What’s On” notice-board in the library or visit 
www.shortstory.co.nz 

If we don’t have the book, magazine or article you want, you may be able to 
INTERLOAN it from another library. 
Types of items available are:  

• Books 

• Magazine articles 

• Music scores 

• Videos and sound recordings are sometimes available 

• Subject requests when specific titles are not known 

• Microfilm of Newspapers and Manuscripts from Alexander Turnbull Library 

• Theses and Research papers published by Universities. (Lent to us on the 

basis that they are reference only) 
Types of items not available on Interloan:  

• Recent / New books 

• Books or items that are Reference only at the owning Library 

• Student course materials 

• Whole issues of magazines 

Interloan Costs are:  

• $10.00 per book 

• $5.00 per article request 

 
Normal borrowing conditions apply to Interloans, unless the lending library applies 
special conditions. 
  
To request an item or for further information, ask at the Service Desk in the Library 
or email Library@rdc.govt.nz. 

The Dog who Came in from the Cold by Alexander McCall Smith 
Alexander McCall Smith has 'moved house' to a crumbling four-storey mansion in 
Pimlico - Corduroy Mansions.  It is inhabited by a glorious assortment of characters: 
among them, Oedipus Snark, the first every nasty Lib Dem MP, who is so detestable 
his own mother, Berthea, is writing an unauthorised biography about him;  and one 
small vegetarian dog, Freddie de la Hay, who has the ability to fasten his own seatbelt ! 

Savour the Moment by Nora Roberts 
Childhood friends Mackensie, Parker, Laurel and Emmaline have formed a very 
successful wedding-planning business together but, despite helping thousands of 
happy couples organise the biggest day of their lives, all four women are unlucky in 
love.  Chef Laurel McBane has worked hard all her life to secure her dream to be an 
award-winning baker. Now, her wedding cakes are as close as anyone can get to 
edible perfection - stunning creations that complement Mac's beautiful photographs and 
Emmaline's floral bouquets.  Because Laurel has worked so hard to overcome her 
tough upbringing, she is wary about letting anything, or anyone, get in the way of her 
work.  But a slowly simmering chemistry with Parker's brother Del has suddenly 
become too hot to ignore ... 

HOT PICKS are some of the hottest reads on the market and represent good value 
because you pick one up straight away and enjoy it for ten days.  Whenever you get a 
HOT PICK, you’ll can get your $5 club card stamped too, making you even closer to 
your free $5 book or DVD.  



A painter and poet  

EEEE    dward Lear was born in 1812 in Holloway, a district of 
London, England.  He was the 21st child of his parents and 
at the age of 4, had to move out of the family home due to 

failing fortunes, with his sister Ann, who was 21 years older than him.  
Lear was afflicted with epilepsy, bronchitis and asthma as a child and 
in later life, was partially blind.  His embarrassment from having 
seizures (which, in those days was associated with demonic 
possession) no doubt fed his feelings of loneliness and severe 
depression which he referred to as “the 
Morbids”.   
 
By the age of 16, he was drawing for a living, 
becoming an ornithological draughtsman for 
the Zoological Society. He became a serious 
artist, at one time giving drawing lessons to 
Queen Victoria. His vision was to illustrate 

Tennyson’s poems but this was never realized.   

 
In 1846, Lear published, “A book of nonsense” which ran for three 
editions and in 1867, his most famous nonsense poem, “The Owl and 
the Pussycat’ was published.  Lear was known for his “verbal 
inventions” in his writing, possibly most famously illustrated with the 
“runcible spoon” in the closing lines of The Owl and the Pussycat.  
This poem is as popular today as ever with many adaptations 
including songs and even a film starring Barbara Streisand and 
George Segal named after it.  It has also been translated into 103 
languages.  Lear lived out his final days in Sanremo on the 
Mediterranean coast and died aged 75 years.  
The library holds several of Lear’s books, many in kidZone as well as in the Language, 
Literature & Literacy collection on the 1st floor.   

A drawing of Edward Lear 
by Wilhelm Marstrand, 
1840 

One of many “Owl and the 
Pussycat” illustrations.  
Rotorua Library has at 
least four books solely of 
this poem. 

What is poetry?  
Grasping at the Indefinable. 

The Owl and the Pussycat went to sea 

In a beautiful pea-green boat, 

They took some honey, and plenty of money, 

Wrapped up in a five pound note. 

The Owl looked up to the stars above, 

And sang to a small guitar, 

"O lovely Pussy! O Pussy, my love, 

What a beautiful Pussy you are, you are, you 

are, 

What a beautiful Pussy you are." 

Pussy said to the Owl "You elegant fowl,  

How charmingly sweet you sing. 

O let us be married, too long we have 

tarried; 

But what shall we do for a ring?" 

They sailed away, for a year and a day, 

To the land where the Bong-tree grows, 

And there in a wood a Piggy-wig stood 

With a ring at the end of his nose, his nose, 

his nose, 

With a ring at the end of his nose. 

"Dear Pig, are you willing to sell for one 

shilling your ring?" 

 Said the Piggy, "I will" 

So they took it away, and were married next 

day 

By the Turkey who lives on the hill. 

They dined on mince, and slices of quince, 

Which they ate with a runcible spoon. 

And hand in hand, on the edge of the sand. 

They danced by the light of the moon, the 

moon, the moon, 

They danced by the light of the moon. 

There are as many definitions of poetry as there are 

poets. Wordsworth defined poetry as "the 

spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings;" Emily 

Dickinson said, "If I read a book and it makes my 

body so cold no fire ever can warm me, I know 

that is poetry;" and Dylan Thomas defined poetry 

this way: "Poetry is what makes me laugh or cry or 

yawn, what makes my toenails twinkle, what 

makes me want to do this or that or nothing." 

 

Poetry is a lot of things to a lot of people. Homer's 

epic, The Odyssey, described the wanderings of 

the adventurer, Odysseus, and has been called the 

greatest story ever told. During the English 

Renaissance, dramatic poets like John Milton, 

Christopher Marlowe, and of course Shakespeare 

gave us enough to fill textbooks, lecture halls, and 

universities. Poems from the romantic period 

include Goethe's Faust (1808), Coleridge's "Kubla 

Khan" and John Keats' "Ode on a Grecian Urn." 

 

Shall I go on? Because in order to do so, I would 

have to continue through 19th century Japanese 

poetry, early Americans that include Emily 

Dickinson and T.S. Eliot, postmodernism, 

experimentalists, slam... 

 

So what is poetry? 

Perhaps the characteristic most central to the 

definition of poetry is its unwillingness to be 

defined, labelled, or nailed down. But let's not let 

that stop us, shall we? It's about time someone 

wrestled poetry to the ground and slapped a sign 

on its back reading, "I'm poetry. Kick me here." 

 

Poetry is the chiselled marble of language; it's a 

paint-spattered canvas - but the poet uses words 

instead of paint, and the canvas is you. Poetic 

definitions of poetry kind of spiral in on 

themselves, however, like a dog eating itself from 

the tail up. Let's get nitty. Let's, in fact, get gritty. I 

believe we can render an accessible definition of 

poetry by simply looking at its form and its 

purpose: 

 

One of the most definable characteristics of the 

poetic form is economy of language. Poets are 

miserly and unrelentingly critical in the way they 

dole out words to a page. Carefully selecting words 

for conciseness and clarity is standard, even for 

writers of prose, but poets go well beyond this, 

considering a word's emotive qualities, its musical 

value, its spacing, and yes, even its spatial 

relationship to the page. The poet, through 

innovation in both word choice and form, 

seemingly rends significance from thin air. 

 

How am I doing so far? On to purpose: 

One may use prose to narrate, describe, argue, or 

define. There are equally numerous reasons for 

writing poetry. But poetry, unlike prose, often has 

an underlying and over-arching purpose that goes 

beyond the literal. Poetry is evocative. It typically 

evokes in the reader an intense emotion: joy, 

sorrow, anger, catharsis, love... Alternatively, 

poetry has the ability to surprise the reader with an 

Ah Ha! Experience -- revelation, insight, further 

understanding of elemental truth and beauty. Like 

Keats said: 

"Beauty is truth. Truth, beauty.  That is all ye 

know on Earth and all ye need to know." 

 

How's that? Do we have a definition yet? 

Poetry is artistically rendering words in such a way 

as to evoke intense emotion or an Ah Ha! 

experience from the reader.  Pretty unsatisfying, 

huh? Kind of leaves you feeling cheap, dirty, all 

hollow and empty inside like Chinese food. 

 

Don't do this. Don't shackle poetry with your 

definitions. Poetry is not a frail and cerebral old 

woman, you know. Poetry is stronger than you 

think. Poetry is imagination and will break those 

chains faster than you can say "Harlem 

Renaissance." 

 

To borrow a phrase, poetry is a riddle wrapped in 

an enigma swathed in a cardigan sweater or 

something like that. It doesn't like your definitions 

and will shirk them at every turn. If you really 

want to know what poetry is, read it. Read it 

carefully. Pay attention. Read it out loud. Now 

read it again.  

 

There's your definition of poetry. Because defining 

poetry is like grasping at the wind - once you catch 

it, it's no longer wind. 

Reprinted with the kind permission of  

Mark Flanagan, About.com Contemporary Literature 

http://contemporarylit.about.com 

 



BOOK SALE ! BOOK SALE !  BOOK SALE ! 
Kuirau Park old Tearoom Kiosk 

 

9.00am - 1.00pm 
     Next sales:   

Saturdays 3rd & 17th July 2010 
Books & magazines galore 

 
Run by the Friends of the  
Rotorua District Library 

Did you know that the library is open until 8pm every weeknight ? 

 

A hot night in 

In July, we'll be talking about 

modern Maori literature.  That is, we 

won't be discussing traditional Maori 

literature but rather people such as 

Jackie Sturm, perhaps better known as 

the wife of James K Baxter, but a 

significant writer in her own right who 

published her first work in the 1950s and 

early 60s.  Others who have made their 

mark with fiction during the 20th century 

include Patricia Grace, Keri Hulme, Alan 

Duff and Witi Ihamaera, each interesting 

in his/her own way.   Feel free to bring 

your own reading and talk about it - we 

cover a wide range of writing genres and 

styles. 

When the rain and wind are pelting at the 

window pane, there is nothing nicer than 

snuggling up under the covers with a good 

read.  HOT READS for COLD NIGHTS 

gives you an opportunity to not only indulge 

in this blissful escapism but to win a prize  

for your efforts as well! 

HOT READS for COLD NIGHTS is a 

winter reading programme for adults.   

Anyone can pick up a pack and start 

reading your own choice of books - fiction 

or non-fiction.  Keep a log of every title and 

hand these in at the service desk (or the 

Mobile Library) and you’ll be in the draw for 

some great prizes.  The programme runs 

until 13th August ! 

Reading Round 
Reading discussion for adults 

 
Wednesday 28th July 

10.30am 
 

(Please note, change of venue) 

Arawa Room 
1st Floor 

 
All welcome, bring a friend 
Enjoy a hot cuppa for a gold coin 

donation 

 

Kate De Goldi is an inspiring 

advocate for and passionate 

speaker on children’s 

literature.  Recipient of the 

2010 Creative NZ Michael 

King Writers Fellowship, Kate 

is a children’s and young adult 

author, a presenter of book 

reviews on radio, a short story 

writer and a journalist.  She is 

a highly accomplished author 

whose awards include the 

American Express and 

Katherine Mansfield Memorial 

Awards as well as the NZ Post 

Book of the Year Award in 

2005 and 2009. We are very 

fortunate to have secured this 

event with Kate De Goldi and 

look forward to seeing you 

there. 

An Evening with 

Kate De Goldi 




