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Get connected Get connected   
@ your library@ your library  

MEETING ROOMSMEETING ROOMS  
@ your Library 

CENTRAL  
     LOCATION 

REASONABLE RATES 

CATERING AVAILABLE 

ACCESS to  
WWW Audio Visual  

EQUIPMENT 

COMFORTABLE 
SURROUNDINGS 

If you would like to get your library newsletter sent to your email address as 
a PDF attachment, send a request to Library@rotorua.rdc.govt.nz 

Coming Up in January: 
 
Saturday 2nd Friends of the Library Book Sale 
   at Kuirau Park 9am - 1pm 
Monday 10th  Maxine Thompson’s exhibition in 
   Toi Tangata 
Tuesday 12th Teens Talent Quest Finale 
   15 acts - come along and enjoy 
   some bright, fresh talent!  2pm 
Wednesday 13th A Wild and Raucous Story        
   Rumpus by the Travelling          
   Tuataras at 10.30am followed by 
   Where the Wild things are by  
   Kaharoa School 
Saturday 16th Friends of the Library Book Sale 
   at Kuirau Park 9am - 1pm 
Thursday 28th “Go Wild” Grand Finale   
   (Participants to be advised of details)  
 

There will be no Reading Round Session in January 
but see the back page for Reading Round News. 

Wireless Internet isWireless Internet is  

FREEFREE  
for all Rotorua Library members.for all Rotorua Library members.  

($2 charge for non members)($2 charge for non members)  
  

Bring in your laptop/notebook/internet Bring in your laptop/notebook/internet 
phone andphone and  

get connectedget connectedget connectedget connectedget connectedget connectedget connectedget connected        

READING ROUND 
 

Reading Round is held on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month and      
provides a forum for adults to discuss 
things literary, enjoy guest speakers 
and talk about books they have      
enjoyed (or not enjoyed).  A regular 
group of friendly people have been 
coming along each month and       
newcomers are more than welcome to 
join in too.   
 
Reading Round will kick off 2010 on 
Wednesday 24th February at 10.30am 
in the Haupapa Room at the library 
with a literary challenge.  This sounds 
pretty intriguing so make the most of 
the break and be prepared for some 
serious brain strain at the February get
-together.   
 
If you would like to come to Reading 
Round, it’s fairly simple.  All you have 
to do is turn up, there is no charge and 
you don’t have to sign anything.  It’s a 
great opportunity to get together with 
fellow book-lovers. 
 
Bev Emmerson, Community Services 
Librarian, facilitates the Reading 
Round Sessions and is always keen to 
see new faces so do come along and 
bring a friend with you. 
   

Q:  What’s missing from this picture? 

A:  A good book, of course. 



 

 

 

New MagazinesNew Magazines  New Zealand Services  New Zealand Services    

Use your library receipt to get a  
SPECIAL OFFER  

at the Library Store café.  
 

Every receipt will act as a voucher to get a cof-
fee and a cookie for just $5!   

Your library receipt must be dated on the day  
you redeem the voucher. Find more New Zealand music, history, biographies, travel information in  

NZ Services on the second floor of the library 

Thomas and Friends have just chugged into the library 
with pages full of adventures, puzzles and fun ideas.  
Watch out for Thomas and friends in the children’s    
magazine section. 

An action packed magazine 
with interviews, up-coming 
movies, discussions on    
techniques and lots more in 
Australia’s #1 Martial Arts 
magazine, BLITZ. 

BOOKSALE BARGAINSBOOKSALE BARGAINS  

The Friends of the Rotorua District Library 
run BOOK SALES every 1st and 3rd    
Saturday of the month in old tea kiosk at 
Kuirau Park. There are thousands of 
books and magazines to choose from and 
real bargains to be had.  If you are a 
member of the Friends of the Library, you 
also get a discount at these sales.   

BOOKSALE !  BALE ! 
Kuirau Park old Tea Kiosk 

9.00am - 1.00pm 
Next Sales:  Saturday 2nd January 

   Saturday 16th January 

This self-titled debut album from the band 
features songs which reflect their            
exploration into their Maori and Celtic     
heritage. 

Ancient Maori Music Te Aratoi  
(Traditional Māori Instruments) 

The artists featured on Te Riu Papara 
are representatives of various tribal    
areas of Whanganui. The album, is a 
fusion of easy listening, soulful ballads. 

Te Riu Pāpara 
(Soul Music) 

Te Aratoi’s Ancient Maori Music is a 
skilful blend of Taonga Puoro or flutes, 
conches, shells, trumpets and gourds. 
The music together with vocals recreate 
the sounds of nature. 

Emeralds And Greenstone  
(Folk Music) 

Need something to listen to over the summer? Then check out the 
latest music CDs in our music collection. 



The author provides the picture and you    
provide the memories.  This is a great photo-
graphic record of the signs welcoming you to 
most NZ towns and cities and makes for a 
very enjoyable  trip you can enjoy from your 
armchair. 
 
Welcome to New Zealand by Josh Easby 
993z WEL (in NZ History/Travel, 2nd floor) 

From the Alexander Turnbull Library, over 
200 aerial images of towns, cities,        
landforms and events around New        
Zealand from the 1930s to 1970s, showing 
a landscape sometimes familiar and     
sometimes hardly recognisable. A         
fascinating perspective for the curious. 
 

White’s Aviation: Classic New Zealand 
aerial photography by John Sullivan, 
Ross Ewing & Sarah Ell.  993z WHI          
(in NZ History/Travel, 2nd floor) 

Take a trip & never leave the farm 

Dawn French:  the unauthorised biography by Alison 
Bowyer  
 
The audiobook version of this book is great if you are         
travelling, which is how I came to enjoy learning more about 
this incredibly warm and funny woman best known to us as 
The Vicar of Dibley.  Dawn’s life and career has been full of 
highs and lows with which she has coped admirably despite 
having incessant media interest in her life, loves and size.   
(In Talking Books, ground floor) 

Banned from returning to his native country, Bryce        
Courtenay moved to Australia at the invitation of his         
girlfriend, Benita.  Soon after arriving there, they married and 
settled in Sydney where they raised three sons.  Bryce was 
a copywriter and creative director until he finally, at age 55 
wrote his first novel, The Power of One in 1989. Courtenay 
is considered to be Australia’s most commercially successful 
author.  He was a guest speaker at Rotorua Library in 2002.  
 
• The Power of One (1989) 

• Tandia (1992) 

• April Fool's Day (1993) 

• Recipe for Dreaming (1994) 

• The Potato Factory (1995) 

• Tommo & Hawk (1997) 

• The Family Frying Pan (1997) 

• The Stranger Inside: An Erotic  

Adventure (1997) 

• Yowie Series (1997) 

• Jessica (1998) 

• The Night Country (1998) 

• The Power of One Young Reader's 

Edition (1999) 

• Solomon's Song (1999) 

• Four Fires (2001) 

• Smoky Joe's Cafe (2001) 

• Matthew Flinders' Cat (2002) 

• Brother Fish (2004) 

• Whitethorn (2005) 

• Sylvia (2006) 

• The Persimmon Tree (2007) 

• Fishing for Stars (2008) 

• The Story of Danny Dunn (2009) 

Featured Author  

In the aftermath of the Great Depression few 
opportunities existed for working-class boys, 
but at just eighteen Danny Dunn has a good 
deal going for him: brains, looks, sporting 
ability - and an easy charm. His parents run 
The Hero, a favourite neighbourhood pub, 
and Danny is a local hero. 

Luck changes for Danny when he signs up to 
go to war. He returns home a physically     
broken man, to a life that will be changed for 
ever. Together with Helen, a woman of 
strength, character and intelligence who    
becomes his wife, he sets about rebuilding 
his life. It is a life tormented by personal de-
mons, and shaped by compassion, corrup-
tion, love and power - and the gift of twin 
daughters, Sam and Gabby. 

Set against a backdrop of Australian pubs 
and politics, The Story of Danny Dunn is an     
Australian family saga spanning three       
generations. It is a compelling tale of love, 
ambition and the destructive power of       
obsession, at a time of great change in      
Australia's history. 

“The origin of our economic predicament does not lie in our     
politics, nor in our commitment to hard work, nor in our lack 
of mineral resources, nor in our lack of skills.  Sustainable 
prosperity is a product of culture.  New Zealanders choose 
to be poorer than other nations because we choose to work 
in low wage activities.” 
 
Wool to weta : transforming NZs culture and economy 
by Paul Callaghan. 338.993z CAL (in Business &            
Economics, first floor) 

This is inspirational reading for every New Zealander! 



 Librarian’s Choice 

HOT PICKS are just that - selected because they are HOT off the press and in great 
demand.  You can take out a HOT PICK for $5 for 10 days and enjoy a HOT read 
before everyone else.  Plus you can get your $5 club card stamped and after 9       
issues, get one FREE.  

Do not anticipate trouble or worry about what may never happen. Keep in the sunlight.  
Benjamin Franklin  

The other, by David Guterson is not exactly new anymore   

having been published in 2008 – there’s even a large print   

edition out now if you prefer that format.  But books by          

Guterson are still in short supply and it’s been a few years now 

since his last one, Our lady of the forest.  He’s obviously a 

citizen of the western United States; so many of his books are 

set in this huge chunk of land inland from California but west of 

the Great Basin.  This concept of the vastness and relative 

emptiness of that space is one central to this latest story where 

his narrator is Neil Countryman. Countryman meets a          well

-heeled fellow runner at a high school track meet and     togeth-

er they spend lots of great times as footloose and     fancy-free 

mates before the expectations of settling down overtake them.   

 

Neil takes on a job and wife as expected but his athletic friend John William Barry becomes 

more eccentric, spending more time in the wilderness of the Pacific Northwest, eventually 

hiding from his family and becoming a recluse there.  Not surprisingly he comes to a sticky 

end. 

 

When the book was published, it was immediately recognized as being a similar story to Jon 

Krakauer’s non-fiction account of Chris McCandless, a college graduate who gave away his 

money and headed into the Alaskan backwoods, planning to live off the land.  His emaciated 

body was found in an abandoned bus 4 months later.  Krakauer’s story was first a 9,000 

word article in Outside entitled Death of an innocent, then enlarged to turn it into a           

full-length book,  Into the wild.  It has since been made into a film.  Like all Krakauer’s stuff, 

this is a well-researched, interesting story. Our           

relationship with wild areas of the world is certainly not a 

new topic for authors: Henry David Thoreau, Leo Tolstoy, 

and Jack London have all written about their experiences 

in isolated situations. It may be that as we in the western 

world become more distant from the wilderness and    

immersed in consumerism, we feel a need to prove 

something to ourselves and others about toughing it out 

in physically harsh conditions.  BE 

 

David Guterson 

The New Zealand Society of Authors (PEN NZ Inc.), in association with Pindar NZ,      
Whitcoulls, Astra Print Group, the New Zealand Herald and Creative New Zealand are 
proud to announce the launch of the 'NZSA Pindar Publishing Prize'. 
 
This competition offers budding New Zealand authors the opportunity to be professionally 
edited, produced, marketed and distributed throughout New Zealand. The total package is 
worth around $35,000 to a talented new author. Full details and application forms are 
available on www.authors.org.nz 
 
The competition allows applicants to enter any piece of writing be it a novel, non-fiction, 
poetry or short story collection between 30,000 and 120,000 words. To be judged     anon-
ymously by a panel composed of representatives from Pindar NZ, NZ Herald and The 
New Zealand Society of Authors (PEN NZ Inc.). 
 
“This is an amazing opportunity for any writer – something that will springboard them into 
the spotlight” said Maggie Tarver, Chief Executive of The New Zealand Society of Authors 
(PEN NZ Inc.). “In a time when more and more manuscripts are being rejected by       
mainstream publishers we are confident that we will get some really exciting entries”. 
 
Entries close 30th March 2010 allowing writers time to finish or even start that piece of 
writing they have been putting off. 

 
For more details visit www.authors.org.nz or email programmes@nzauthors.org.nz 

Your big chance to get published ! 



FREE Children’s Event 

Go
 W
ild

Go
 W
ild

Go
 W
ild

Go
 W
ild    

Keep bringing in your reading logs for the GO WILD 
READING STAMPEDE and pop them in the Hippo’s 
mouth near the Service Desk...there’s still time to do 
plenty of reading over the school holidays and you 
could win lots of great prizes too! 
 
Three young visitors to the Lion’s Den in kidZone 
were Skyla Rehe, Rawiri Rehe-Mihaka and Maree 
Rehe who didn’t look too scared about sitting in the 
lion’s mouth!  Kay and Vanessa (children’s librarians) 
played it safe on the sides. 

 

 

In early December we hosted local    
artist, Judith Prictor whose exhibition 
showed off the variety in her work from 
woven clothing to watercolours. 
Inspiration for Judith's work comes from 
the surrounding environment; her     
garden, the lakes, forest and landscape 
in the Bay of Plenty and other parts of 
NZ.  Watercolour is her passion but she 
does like to experiment with acrylics 
and oils creating textural and            
expressionistic images.  She also works 
with wool, dyeing it herself and creating 
garments by spinning, weaving or     
felting.  You can make arrangements to 
visit Judith at Ph. 3476371. 

Andy Gilbert is currently exhibiting in Toi Tangata and again, we get to experience 

something quite different.  Andy’s photographic skills combined with computer 

graphic art software create new and exciting images where reality is blurred,    

sharpened, saturated, enhanced or reconstructed as determined by the artist.  

Come in and see Andy’s work and make enquiries if you would like your favourite 

photo to be given  some special treatment.  Andy’s contact is info@tw2.co.nz 

(below) Auckland Rose and (below right) Auckland Cityscape 

       Rotorua District Library brings you  

‘            A Wild and Raucous Story Rumpus.   

Join us on  

Wednesday 13 January 2010 at 10.30 am Wednesday 13 January 2010 at 10.30 am Wednesday 13 January 2010 at 10.30 am Wednesday 13 January 2010 at 10.30 am     
 

for the wildest performance by the  

Travelling TuatarasTravelling TuatarasTravelling TuatarasTravelling Tuataras.   

 

Then be captivated by the  

Kaharoa School Kaharoa School Kaharoa School Kaharoa School production of    

Where The Wild Things Are.Where The Wild Things Are.Where The Wild Things Are.Where The Wild Things Are.    

Watch the spectacular “wild things” as they  

roar, gnash, roll and romp.  

 
GO WILD these holidays and join the Stampede into Reading!!! 



NEW DVDs in January 

 Well if you want my honest opinion, I’d  

recommend SOUTH with Marcus Lush  

because you can explore the deep south 

of NZ and see amazing scenery without 

even getting up from your chair...except 

to get more chips, that is. 


