
READING ROUND 
Adult Reading Discussion Group 

Bring a friend!  Literary Quiz! 

First Meeting of 2010 

Wednesday 24 February 10.30am 

Haupapa Room, !st Floor , all welcome  

ROTORUA DISTRICT LIBRARY 

Love is definitely “in the air” at the library with a special event lined up to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day.  Date  Expectations will be a fun evening 
designed for singles over 50yrs to meet, chat, socialise and generally 
have a good night out.  Limited tickets are available at the library.   
 
Reading Round is due to kick off for 2010 on February 24th.  The      
facilitator, Bev Emmerson is encouraging regular participants to bring 
along a friend to this monthly get-together where you can discuss books, 
great reads and not-so-great reads with the group.    
 
Toddler Time is starting up again on Tuesday 9th February at 10.30am 
and again on Thursday at 1.30pm.  Watch out for some changes as Kay 
and Vanessa have 
some hot new ideas 
up their sleeves! 
 
So far this year the 
library has been  
SUPER BUSY as 
more people take 
advantage of the 
great selection of 
items available.    
Remind your friends 
that most library 
items are FREE to 
borrow and it is 
FREE to join.  
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New Zealand ServicesNew Zealand ServicesNew Zealand ServicesNew Zealand Services     

Kuirau Park Kiosk, Kuirau Road 
6th & 20th of  this month!! 

BESIDE THE DARK POOL by FIONA KIDMAN.   

One of the interesting things about Fiona Kidman, at 
least for Rotorua residents, is that she actually lived 
here for a while.  Her time in Rotorua is chronicled in 
the first volume of her autobiography At the end of 
Darwin Road which was written a year earlier.  Darwin 
Road is unequivocally autobiographical, recounting her 
childhood from as far back as she can remember 
through to adulthood and establishment as a writer.  
Her life experiences serve as grist to the mill of her 
writing as indeed they do for most writers – creativity 

often uses the stuff of life as a base.  
 
With Dark Pool, Kidman is confident in her achievements as both a 
writer and a person.  There have been plenty of these: all the major 
New Zealand literary prizes have been hers; her marriage has lasted 
the distance and she seen the satisfaction of seeing her children and 
grandchildren grow.  She has arrived at that happy stage of life when 
the angst of being no longer seems such a pressing concern and one 
can look back on life hopefully with a degree of equanimity, even if 
tempered with some natural regrets.  For those budding authors among 
us, Kidman’s so “ordinary” life and what she has achieved with her 
literary gifts must be cause for optimism.   823.2zKID 

Book ReviewsBook ReviewsBook ReviewsBook Reviews    

"When you are in love you can't fall asleep because reality is better than your 

dreams." Dr Seuss 

February and back to school in the best of the summer weather.  In my 
memories primary school and summer are permanently associated with 
the dreaded School Milk. For someone who only liked to drink milk if it 
was really, really cold then the milk that had been sitting on the stand by 
the school gate in the summer heat (even for only a few hours) was 
totally revolting  (lots of kids threw their milk away). 

“Free milk for children in schools started in 1937. This was part of the 
first Labour government’s plans to boost the health and welfare of 
young New Zealanders (and to use some of the surplus milk supply). 

The scheme was a world first. Each day, milk monitors supplied half a 
pint of milk to each pupil. By 1940, the milk was available to over 80% 
of schoolchildren. For a few years during the Second World War, pupils 
also received an apple a day. 

 

The scheme lasted until 1967 when the government dropped it owing to 
cost — and because some people were starting to question the benefits 
of milk.” 
 

(Source: http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/timeline/10/2) 
 

I went to secondary school in 1967 so never got to enjoy milk-free 
school - what rotten timing! 

 

 

School boys in Linwood, Christchurch carrying 
crates of milk in the 1940s.  
 
Source:  www.matapihi.org.nz  

Auckland school children 
drinking the daily issue 
of free milk 
 

Source:  
www.matapihi.org.nz  



During the April school holidays this 
year Rotorua District Library will be 
making a movie and showing it in the 
library.  Leading up to the school 
holidays, a movie committee will plan 
the entire movie schedule ready for 
filming during the holidays.  If you're 
aged 13 - 17yrs -  you could be on the 
committee.  Look out for the posters 
in the library. 
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Librarian’s  
go wild 

Peter Jackson 

2 

“YO guys, we have a 
problem?” 

“So that’s a plate of bird 
seeds coated in oil to go?” 

“Never mind   standing 
there smiling Leo, do 
the sound check man” 

MusicMusicMusicMusic    

The music never stops at the library!! The sweet voice of STAN 
WALKER is here.  If you haven’t heard his album then you are missing 
out!  He’s an angel sent from heaven with the most angelic voice that 
will capture your heart.  A big “HI FIVE” to his album!  Borrow any of our 
CDs for $2.00 for three weeks! #1 Hit - Black Box 
 
With more new titles on the shelf, you can move it out with PITBULL, 
go crazy with LADY GAGA, crump to THA 411 3, relax with BARBRA 
STREISAND on a sunny afternoon or better still get in touch with your 
Maori side with Kohine Ponika.  There is all types of genre for all music 
lovers!  Don’t forget to get your $2.00 voucher card stamped too. 

Love is all that I can give to you 
Love is more than just a game for two 
Two in love can make it 
Take my heart and please don’t break it 
Love was made for me and you 

By Nat King Cole 



Movie MadnessMovie MadnessMovie MadnessMovie Madness    

Thriller / Mystery 
 
After the death of the Pope, the conclave has gathered in a 
locked room to choose his successor among four cardinals 
named "preferitti". However the quartet is abducted by the 
Illuminati, a secret brotherhood that was supposed extinct. 
The symbologist, Robert Langdon, and the scientist, 
Vittoria Vetra, who had her powerful and dangerous 
prototype of antimatter research stolen, are invited by the 
Vatican police to help them in their investigation. They are 
received by the receptive Camerlengo, Patrick McKenna, 

and by the reluctant Commander Richter. They are informed that the Illuminati 
have promised to kill each cardinal every hour from 8:00 PM and then explode 
the Vatican City with the antimatter. Robert and Vittoria have a few hours to 
unravel the clues and discover where the lethal weapon might be hidden. 

Action / Fantasy 
 
Heads up “Underworld Trilogy”, is here!   Vampire/
Werewolf films directed by Len Wisemen and Patrick 
Tatopoulos.  The first film Underworld was released in 
2003, and the second film Underworld: Evolution was 
released in 2006.  A prequel, Underworld: Rise of the 
Lycans was released January 2009. 
 
In Underworld universe vampires and Lycans are not 
supernatural creatures, but rather the product of a virus.  

Alexander Corvinus was the only survivor of a plague that wiped out his 
village.  Somehow, his body was able to mutate the virus, moulding it to his 
own benefit and becoming the first “immortal”.  He had three sons, of which 
two inherited his father’s immortality and were bitten, one by a bat and one by 
a wolf, creating the vampire and Lycans lines.  Corvinus’ third son who did not 
inherit immortality also carried the Corvinus strain hidden away in his genetic 
code -  an exact duplicate of the original virus, passed along to his human 
descendants through the centuries.  This according to Singe is the key to 
creating a hybrid. 

If you are bored watching television, we have some awesome movies out this month! 
There is a fantastic collection for all ages giving you great value at $2 or $5 options for 
7 days! When you select for your viewing pleasure, have your vouchers ready to be 
stamped!  Who knows you could be due for a FREE movie rental ! 

It’s almost a year now since we started using the living room concept of shelving 
instead of straight Dewey shelving, and most people are getting the hang of it.  Our 
next living room to be described here is Science and Technology.  Science and 
Technology located near the Information Kiosk on the first floor, starts with numbers 
004 – 006, computers.  Most users will see the placement of these books as being 
more suitably allied to science and technology – seems a more logical location than 
with the rest of the general class which is very broad indeed.  We then move on to the 
various branches of science 500s  (maths, physics, astronomy, chemistry and the 
like) but excluding 580 -  589 (plants, and therefore shelved in the Plants & Garden 
living room) and 590 – 599 (animals, and therefore shelved in the Animals and Pets 
living room.) 
 
After that is 600 (the Dewey number for technology) which itself used to be known in 
library circles as the “useful arts.” as opposed to the “fine arts”.  600 as a main class 
has been reworked considerably to form other living room areas but subjects covered 
here in this living room include engineering, agriculture, industry and manufacturing.  

Maxine Thompson has been occupying Toi 

Tangata at the library from 11th to 30th  January. 

A realist portrait artist, using mainly graphite and 

pastel she teaches and takes commissions. 

Touring Australia teaching workshops has 

occupied much of her last 13 years with 

adventures in the Outback and meeting interesting characters.  Rotorua is now home 

and she teaches in Tauranga, Rotorua, Te Puke and Whakatane so far.  An added 

bonus was that Maxine stationed herself in the library on most days working away on 

various projects. You can contact Maxine at www.maxinethompsonartist.com.   

Artists for this month: 

Karen Miller (Painter) from the 1st February to 21st February 
Julie Voss (Textiles) 22nd February to 14th March  


