
BECOME A MEMBER in NOVEMBER! 

Pass this newsletter on when you have read it and 

encourage everyone to become a member of our  

library.  It’s FREE and only takes a few minutes to 

join then the world of information is truly opened up.   
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1127 Haupapa St 
ROTORUA 
Ph. 348 4177 
Library@rdc.govt.nz 
www.rotorualibrary.govt.nz 

 

OPEN 
Mon - Fri:  
9.30 - 8pm 

 
Saturdays:  
9.30 - 4pm 

 
FREE TO JOIN 

For local residents 
and those within the 

InfoShare           
boundaries.   

Please bring in some 
signed ID and proof 
of your address to 

apply for your library 
card. 

Community & Corporate ratesCommunity & Corporate rates  
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Get connected Get connected   
@ your library@ your library  

MEETING ROOMSMEETING ROOMS  
@ your Library 

CENTRAL  
     LOCATION 

REASONABLE RATES 

CATERING AVAILABLE 

ACCESS to  
WWW Audio Visual  

EQUIPMENT 

COMFORTABLE 
SURROUNDINGS 

Wireless Internet isWireless Internet is  

FREEFREE  
for all Rotorua Library members.for all Rotorua Library members.  

($3 charge for non members)($3 charge for non members)  
  

Bring in your laptop/notebook/internet Bring in your laptop/notebook/internet 
phone andphone and  

get connectedget connectedget connectedget connectedget connectedget connectedget connectedget connected        

Many thanks 

to sponsors 

over the last 

few months 

who have 

helped out 

with displays in the library.  There was 

the NZ ARMY who loaned a uniform, 

back pack and shooting targets, 

Annah S from Eruera Street  who 

loaned the beautiful cover dress from 

their store to help us promote 

entrepreneurialism and currently, 

Bernina Sewing Centre in Amohia 

Street have loaned a sewing machine 

for our display 

on making 

costumes!  We 

welcome this 

support which 

not only helps 

our displays but 

also promotes 

local businesses.    

  

Support Support   
AppreciatedAppreciated  

Internet PCs    Wireless Internet   Magazines   

Foreign Language CDs 

Music CDs & DVDs 

Computer Games  Jigsaws & Toys 

Playaways  Newspapers   

School Magazines  Café    

Historical Documents   

Community Newsletters 

Government Acts  Council Reports 

Giant Chess  Online Databases    

Maps  Microfiche Resources 

Library Tours    Play Wii Games 

Rhyme N Rumpus  

Toddler Sessions      

Community Display Boards 

Meeting Rooms Art Exhibitions  

Reading Groups 

….oh and there’s some  

books as well 

“I love the library!  For a few dollars I can read about 

any subject under the sun, take out all my favourite 

magazines, get music to listen to and movies to watch, 

sit quietly and watch TV or the people going by.  Best of 

all I can remember back to my childhood and all the 

Friday nights we visited as a family and came home with 

all our treasures for a good read”  Rotorua Library 

member. 



Librarian’s PicksLibrarian’s Picks  

Use your library receipt to get a  
SPECIAL OFFER  

at the Library Store café.  
 

Every receipt will act as a voucher to get a cof-
fee and a cookie for just $5!   

Your library receipt must be dated on the day  

If animation is your thing, you’ll enjoy this book by Karen 
Paik, To infinity and beyond: The story of Pixar 
Animation Studios. Interviews with the three founding 
members - a gifted animator, a tech guru and a visionary 
gives insight into how this creative collective formed and 
made history with such amazing feats as the animation 
block-busters, Toy Story and Cars. Photos and 
storyboards, drawings from sketched start to glossy finish, 
this is an amazing story in itself.  Inspiring!                  
(In Music, Stage & Screen, first floor, 791.43 PAI)     

If you fancy listening in on Don’s relaxed conversations with some of Rotorua’s    

identities or you are interested in how your parents or grandparents lived — 
Find out — 

• whose first flight was in Sir Charles Kingsley-Smith’s Southern Cross?  

• who served under three Rotorua Mayors?  

• who lived in a house with solid timber internal walls?  

• who found she didn’t need her hats and gloves when she 

moved to Rotorua?  

• and who took a bucket to go fishing for breakfast in Lake 

 Rotorua? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a free lending copy of each of 
these DVDs and soon  

you’ll be able to watch them in the 
comfort of the Mokoia Room,  

if you prefer.  
Please ring and make a booking  

NZ Services Ph. 350 7047  

“Antique desk suitable for lady with thick legs and large 
drawers.” 
 
“Mixing bowl set designed to please cook with round 
bottom for efficient beating.” 
 
Prepositional phrases can easily trip up the best of writers 
and if writing is something you’re into, you’ll enjoy It was 
the best of sentences, it was the worst of sentences 
by June Casagrande. Chapters include “Conjunctions that 
kill” and “Words gone wild” aiming to improve your writing 
and assist in developing killer sentences! 
(In Language & Literacy, first floor, 808.042 CAS) 

I always hated maths at school, it never made any sense and the 
teacher may as well have spoken in Swahili.  From there began my 
life-long aversion to numbers.  And yet, had I had this friendly, easy
-to-read book I am sure my life may have turned out differently. 
Speed Maths for kids by Bill Handley approaches adding, 
subtracting, multiplication and division in a different way and 
actually makes calculating fun.  Now you can learn as well as 
showing your children some new techniques.  
(In Literacy & Numeracy New Reader, first floor, 513 HAN) 



Featured Author 

 

JM Coetzee won the Nobel Prize for literature in 2003 and 
Slow man  a couple of years later shows a mature novelist 
writing at the peak of his powers.  As with his earlier works, 
Youth, Summertime and Boyhood: scenes of provincial life, 
he draws material clearly from his own life.  Slow man takes 
place in Adelaide, Australia where his latter years have 
been spent and examines  common issues that beset older 
people - the beginning of needing help to manage a 
household and one's health, and also the nature of 
relationships with the opposite sex.  Coetzee is very 
surefooted with his descriptions of these aspects of 
life, crafting an interesting account of the aging Paul 
Rayment's life after a bad cycling accident.  The lives of the 
characters are mundane and ordinary but the author 
(whom  the Sunday Times refers to as 'one of the best 

novelists alive') turns this typical tale of life in the suburbs into a moving account of 
life as our hero is living it now.  Coetzee has a reputation of being very 
uncommunicative in his personal life; he has been known to attend dinner parties and 
say not one word.  He also, according to a friend, laughs rarely and discourages 
chance contacts. His writing is correspondingly spare but powerful. 

The Kiwi Fiction collection 
was created in October. It brings together fiction written by Kiwi authors. Just to 
clarify, a ‘Kiwi author’ does not necessarily have to be born in New Zealand to be 
included and, just because someone was born in New Zealand doesn’t necessarily 
mean that their works of fiction will be included in the Kiwi Fiction collection.  
 
All these books can be borrowed free of charge and the collection includes the 
detective novels written by Ngaio Marsh as well as stories by Katherine Mansfield. 
Check them out!! 
 
The Assassin of Gleam by James Norcliffe. 
 
This book was crafted during James Norcliffe’s tenure as Robert Burns Fellow at the 
University of Otago and has been written as the first of a series. It is the story of a 
fiefdom called Gleam, which is in the clutches of the Markgrave, who has crushed 
freedom and hope. It is the story of a young woman, Johanna, and her brother 
Tobias drawn into a world of magic and of evil. 
 
The Most Beautiful Man in the World by Jill Marshall 
 
What do a housewife from Hampshire, a pole dancer from Taranaki, a London 
publisher and an LA soap starlet all have in common? Their lives have been touched 
by the most beautiful man in the world. This tangled web of lies, sex and 
relationships twists and turns to the last page. 
 
Two Little Boys by Duncan Sarkies 
 
Writer of the movie Scarfies, Duncan Sarkies creates a new and irreverent comedy 
with this his first novel. The book has bogans, penguins, toasted sandwiches and 
spotting knives; sea lions, God and a really cool lighthouse.   

If you’re fond of Kiwi 

writing, you’ll enjoy the 

newly created KIWI 

FICTION located just to 

the side of the internal 

staircase on the ground 

floor. 

There’s nothing like a good Kiwi 

read between disasters ! 

You’re quite right 

John, if only there was 

a “between” for me. 

With the new and improved DVD and music 
CD cases, you can now return all your 
library items through the RETURNS SLOTS 
in the foyer, outside the library near the bike 
stand and in the drive-by returns bin.  There 
is only one exception and that is TOYS 
which can be returned to the bin beside the 
Customer Services Desk near the main 
entrance. (see photo)  

Thank you for your help with this. ☺ 



          NEW music in November 

Anne’s been at it again and sourced another great 

selection of new music CDs for your listening pleasure.  

At just $2 for 3 weeks, this must be one of the best 

deals in town. From arias to Santana, there’s definitely 

something for everyone in this line-up.   

 

 

 

We need YOU to tell us 

Since we revamped our customer feedback forms we’ve had a 
good response.  Any day, any time you can fill out these forms 
and let us know what you think of our library.  It’s very important 
to us so we can improve our services where we need to and 
know when we are doing something right (or not).   
Here are some of the comments we have received over the 
past month: 
 
 “The new black trolleys are too small, the old grey ones were 
better” - Grey trolleys are still available along with the newer, 
black ones.   
 
“Please tell everyone you can print things here.  It’s so helpful, 
especially if you have nowhere to print, like me.” 
 
“Good collection of art books in kidZone, comfy couches in parents room and 
graphic novels are excellent!” 
 
“This library is lovely and spacious and there is a snack machine! Our library in 
(city name ) does not measure up to this one! 
 
“It is so easy to renew books here - such a good system” 
 
Fill out a form at the Service Desk or take one home to return with your books later. 

There are several databases available for all library members accessible through 
our library catalogue.  If you or a member of your family is studying, you will find 
these resources very useful.  This is a brief outline of just two of the databases 
available. 

Online Databases for research 

Biography Resource Centre 
This database contains an extensive range of contemporary and historical biographies of 
notable people including some New Zealanders. It is searchable by name, nationality, and 
occupation. 

Discovering Collection  
This comprehensive database allows for searching under a range of subjects including 
history, literature, geography, and biographies. 



BOOKSALE BARGAINSBOOKSALE BARGAINS  

In the beginning...In the beginning...  

...there is excitement, cheerful chatter and harmony.  But as any parent knows 
this will probably only last for a few kilometres before the halos slowly fade and 
disintegrate.  A long car trip needs a long dose of patience or you can BE 
PREPARED with some of these children’s Audio Books from kidZone. 

 Out of the Woods 

When a trip to the 

funfair turns 

nasty, the Eden 

sisters are 

relieved to be 

rescued by their 

brand-new step-

mama. Little do 

they know she's 

really a wicked 

witch.... 6hrs:40m 

Slaves of the 
Mastery 

Part 2 of the Wind 
of Fire trilogy.  
Kestrel is 
searching for her 
brother, Bowman.  
They need to 
learn the secrets 
and break the 
power of the 
mastery. 

9hrs playing time  

At the start of 
Scumble we meet 
Mibb’s cousin, 
Ledger Kale, a few 
days before his 
thirteenth birthday. 
He’s hoping for a 
speedy savvy that 
will help him win a 
few races and is 
understandably 
upset when his 
savvy finally reveals 
itself in a quite 
destructive fashion.  

7hrs playing time 

Superfudge 

A genuinely funny 
story about two 
brothers, Peter 
and Farley (also 
known as Fudge).  
Big changes are 
in store as the 
family prepares to 
move and what’s 
worse, as far as 
Peter is 
concerned is that 
their mum is 
expecting a baby!
3hrs playing time. 

There has been an amazing 
array of art displayed in Toi 
Tangata over the previous 
months including this stunning 
quilting by Shari Cole.  Shari’s work is appropriate for this time of colourful         
blossoming which she says, inspired several of them.  Her designs come from     
Pacific island traditions of tapa painting, tivaevae and mat weaving.  The display 
includes the  internationally exhibited “Portal”, the locally inspired “Rhododendron 
Time - Tikitere” and the humble “Rag Rug Ramble”.   
 
From November 1st - 21st, local artist Ron Reid’s “Forgotten Treasures” will be on 
display.   

The Friends of the Rotorua District Library have a very convenient bookshelf in the 
library where you can pick up a bargain.  Great for visitors or to give to people in     
hospital.  The shelf is frequently restocked with a good selection to choose from.    

How many times can you renew a library book? 
Twice, unless someone else has put a reserve on it, then you need to return it to the 
library. 
 
How can I tell which things I have to pay for? 
There are signs above the shelves OR on the item itself.  In the case of adult fiction, if 
it has a genre picture on the spine it cost $1 rental (50c for Resident Seniors).  Fiction 
paperbacks all cost $1.  The Kiwi Fiction collection and all Large Print is FREE.  Mag-
azines are $2 for Hot Mags, $1 for one week rentals and 50c for three week     rentals.  
Music CDs are $2 for 3 week’s rental and DVDs $2 and $5 for 1 week.  HOT PICKS 
are $5 for 10 days rental and L8est Releases are $2 for 3 weeks. Computer Games 
are $5 and $10 for 1 week’s rental.  Look for the signs OR ask any staff    member.  
We are happy to take back any items at the Service desk if you decide    otherwise. 
 
And yes, this is truly asked now and again... 
I’m looking for a book I read twenty years ago from this library? 
What was it called or who was the author? 
I can’t remember but it was a blue book. 
Okay, excuse me while I just have a scream. 
 

More More FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONSFREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  



Britain’s longest running soap, Coronation Street will celebrate its’ 50th        
anniversary next month and rumour has it that the milestone episode will be 
marked with a major disaster, killing off many of the current cast!  Apparently, 
bookmakers are already taking bets on who will die! 
 

On a nicer note, the Library will be putting up a display on the first floor to mark 
the occasion so watch out Coronation Street fans as we roll back the years with 
some amazing mementos. 
(In Music, Stage & Screen, first floor) 
40 years of Coronation Street by Daran Little 791.4572 COR 
The Coronation Street Story by Daran Little 791.4572 COR 
Forty years of Coronation Street: A collection of memories by Stephen Kelly & 
Judith Jones 791.4572 COR 
The women of Coronation Street by Daran Little 791.4572 COR 

Now and again, books are returned 
that are VERY overdue.  In fact just a 
few years ago, Rotorua library made 
international news when a library 
book was returned 61 years later.  Well that 

infamous record may just have been 
broken by a library book that has been returned from a 
couple in Dunedin but is stamped Rotorua Public Library 
and Reading Room.  Though the book, Health for the Maori 
was published in 1884, there is a Library “Rules” notice 
pasted inside, dated 1924 so it was issued after that time.  
There is no “issuing stamp” which leaves the assumption 
that the book was “borrowed” without permission.  Thankfully 
today we have good security in place to protect our books. 

Overdue BooksOverdue Books  
$5 for 10 days rental 

 
HOT off the press 
HOT off the shelf 

 
Get a HOT PICK and 

collect a stamp on 
your $5 cards. 

Spot the new barmaid ! 


