
December marks the end of a very fulfilling year for 

the library where we have completed a major        

building renovation project, have a wonderful café 

operating, have introduced several new services such 

as self issue terminals, wireless internet access as 

well as automated returns, have a new, bigger and 

more modern layout for teenagers in teeNZown, a 

bright and colourful new childrens library in kidZone 

complemented by stunning murals, new meeting 

rooms and much more.  It seems in one year we have 

made huge strides forward in being able to offer    

excellent resources and services. 
  

Rotorua District Library has evolved significantly to 

address changing needs in terms of technology,    

delivery of services and information sources all the 

time remaining relative to our Rotorua community.   
 

The improvements in the past year have been made 

possible with the support of many organisations and 

individuals who believe in the value of libraries and we 

acknowledge them by continuing to provide an       

excellent library service, preserving and facilitating 

access to information from many different sources and 

by way of many different mediums.  It is on this   

thankful and happy note, that on behalf of all the staff 

at Rotorua District Library, we’d like to wish all our 

supporters, customers and suppliers a very happy 

Christmas Season and a safe and prosperous New 

Year.   
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DECEMBER DECEMBER --  Hakihea 2009Hakihea 2009  
Nga mihi o te wa ki a koutou katoaNga mihi o te wa ki a koutou katoa  

BOOK SALE ! BOOK SALE !  BOOK SALE ! 
Kuirau Park old Tea Kiosk 

9.00am - 1.00pm 
       Next sales: 5th & 19th December  

Books & Magazines galore 

ROTORUA  
DISTRICT LIBRARY 
Te Whare o te Maa-

tauranga 
 
1127 Haupapa 
Street 
ROTORUA 
Ph. 348 4177 
Library@rdc.govt.nz 
www.rotorualibrary.govt.nz 

 
OPEN: 
Mon - Fri:  
9.30 - 8pm 
Saturdays:  
9.30 - 4pm 

 
FREE TO JOIN 
For local residents 
and those within 
the InfoShare           
boundaries.   
Please bring in 
some signed ID 
and proof of your 
address to apply 
for your library 
card. 

If you would like to get your library newsletter sent to your 

email address as a PDF attachment, send an email to  

Library@rotorua.rdc.govt.nz 

Rotorua District Library Christmas Rotorua District Library Christmas Rotorua District Library Christmas Rotorua District Library Christmas Rotorua District Library Christmas Rotorua District Library Christmas Rotorua District Library Christmas Rotorua District Library Christmas 
Hours 2009Hours 2009Hours 2009Hours 2009Hours 2009Hours 2009Hours 2009Hours 2009 

                  (includes the Mobile Library Service)  

OPEN:   Christmas Eve, Thursday 24th December 
 9.30am - 5.30pm 

CLOSED:  Christmas Day, Friday 25th December 

 Boxing Day, Saturday 26th December 
                   Sunday 27th December 
                   Monday 28th December 
OPEN:        Tuesday 29th December   9.30am - 8pm 

 Wednesday 30th December  9.30am - 8pm 

 New Year's Eve, Thursday 31st December  
 9.30am - 5.30pm 

CLOSED: New Year’s Day, Friday 1st January 2010 
 Saturday 2nd January  
             Sunday 3rd January 
 Monday 4th January 
 
OPEN: Tuesday 5th January 2010, 9.30am -8pm 
 
Normal hours will apply outside these days being 

Mon - Friday:  9.30am - 8pm 

Saturdays:      9.30am - 4pm 

Sundays   CLOSED 



 

New Zealand ServicesNew Zealand Services  

Use your library receipt to get a  
SPECIAL OFFER  

at the Library Store café.  
 

Every receipt will act as a voucher to get a    
coffee and a cookie for just $5!   

Your library receipt must be dated on the day  
you redeem the voucher. 

New Zealand Services on the second floor of the library 

Unaccompanied Children in the Library. 

The Rotorua District Library provides a place for children and adults to 
have fun and explore together. 
 
With the school holidays almost upon us again, we need to remind parents and 
guardians that they are responsible for the supervision and behaviour of their    
children while they are in the library.   
 
While we like to think the library is a relatively safe place, it is also a public place 
and therefore all types of people may pass through at times.  Children should    
always be accompanied by an adult and should not be left on their own in the    
library.  While library staff endeavour to be vigilant, it is just not possible to watch 
everyone and everything.  Responsibility for the safety of children who are not   
supervised by a caregiver does not rest with library staff.   
 
If children are found to be in the library unsupervised, library staff will ring the    
police.  Please don’t put us or your child in that situation.  
 
Please enjoy the library with your child. 

This impressive wood carving of Gilbert Mair was made by Jamie Pickernell 
while Resident at Rave, the Rotorua Art Village. Jamie “wanted to celebrate 
someone from our rich colonial history, to bring a piece of our rich past back into 
focus”. Gilbert is carved as seen in a photograph taken at his Kaiteriria redoubt 
on the shore of Rotokakahi with men of the Arawa Flying Column. Jamie chose 
“the freedom of a more naïve style. In this carving Gilbert’s hands came out  
larger than life. In Maori pre-European ancestral wood carvings or Po hand  
gestures depicted an ancestors profession. In Gilbert’s case one could translate 
his large hands as having a practical grasp on life, or being a strong capable 
person.” Source: Email from Jamie Pickernell 
 
You can read about his interesting life in: 
The Dictionary of NZ Biography 993.0099z DIC Vol. 1 or www.dnzb.govt.nz/dnzb/ 
(brief essay) 
Gilbert Mair : Te Kooti’s nemesis by Ron Crosby 993.02z CRO 
The Mair family by J.C. Andersen  929.2z MAI 
Reminiscences and Maori stories by Captain Gilbert Mair  993.022z MAI 
Ko Tawa : Maori treasures of New Zealand by Paul Tapsell  709z MAO 

GILBERT MAIR 
 
Gilbert weighs about 400kg 
and would not fit in the   
Library lift. 
It took eight strong men to 
carry him up the stairs to 
the second floor and put 
him in position. 
 

Come up and see 
him - he won’t be 
here for long. 

TODDLER TIME CHRISTMAS FUN 
 

Come along and celebrate the festive season with Christmas songs,    
stories and a very special guest ! 
 
When:   Tuesday 8th December @ 10.30am 
  Thursday 10th December @ 1.30pm 
 
Please bring a plate along to share Christmas  
morning tea. 
 
This is the last Toddler Time for 2009 but we look forward to seeing you 
again in 2010 ! 
 



Community & Corporate ratesCommunity & Corporate rates  
  

ROTORUA DISTRICT LIBRARYROTORUA DISTRICT LIBRARY  
1127 Haupapa St1127 Haupapa St  

RotoruaRotorua  
Ph. 348 4177Ph. 348 4177  

www.rotorualibrary.govt.nzwww.rotorualibrary.govt.nz  
  

Get connected Get connected   
@ your library@ your library  

MEETING ROOMSMEETING ROOMS  
@ your Library 

CENTRAL  
     LOCATION 

REASONABLE RATES 

CATERING AVAILABLE 

ACCESS to  
WWW Audio Visual  

EQUIPMENT 

COMFORTABLE 
SURROUNDINGS 

Miriam Ruberl’s exhibition is a         
remarkable collection of abstract art, 
inspired by the skies above Rotorua.   
Her work reflects an obvious enjoyment 
with textures and colour:  raised swirls 
and a fusion of different hues in every 
sweep of the brush.  A very talented 
artist, Miriam holds art workshops  and 
is currently studying towards a masters 
in Art & Creativity.  She  uses many 
different mediums, some of which can 
be seen on her website at beau-
ty4you.co.nz. 
 
Coming in December: 
Judy Prictor 
Andy Gilbert 

If you are a local artist and would like 

to share your work with the Rotorua 

community we would love to meet you 

and discuss using Toi Tangata.       

Exhibitions are FREE and you can 

display your work for 3 weeks.  To find 

out more contact us on Ph. 348 4177.  

Reading challenge runs from  

7th Dec. 2009 - 20th Jan. 2010 

for children aged 0 - 12 years 

Grand Finale 28th January 2010 

Pounce on a flyer at the Rotorua District Library, Pounce on a flyer at the Rotorua District Library, Pounce on a flyer at the Rotorua District Library, Pounce on a flyer at the Rotorua District Library,     

Mobile bus or leap onto our websiite :Mobile bus or leap onto our websiite :Mobile bus or leap onto our websiite :Mobile bus or leap onto our websiite :    

rotorualibrary.govt.nz for details. rotorualibrary.govt.nz for details. rotorualibrary.govt.nz for details. rotorualibrary.govt.nz for details.     

GO WILDGO WILDGO WILDGO WILD    

 

Hey kids - join us  on Safari  

at Rotorua District Library  

these summer holidays and  

hang on for the  

wildest ride  in reading.  

Hey ! Hey ! Hey ! Hey ! Wait Wait Wait Wait     
for mefor mefor mefor me…. 

these summer holidays these summer holidays these summer holidays these summer holidays     

and join the and join the and join the and join the     

READINGREADINGREADINGREADING    stampede! stampede! stampede! stampede!     

SUMMER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 



Recipe for great afternoon 

1 x  beautiful summer weather 

1 x sandy beach 

1 x bottle of sunscreen 

1 x pair sunglasses 

1 x cool drink 

1 x HOT PICK from the library 

 Featured Living Room 

HOT PICKS are just that - selected because they are HOT off the press and in great 
demand.  You can take out a HOT PICK for $5 for 10 days and enjoy a HOT read 
before everyone else.  Plus you can get your $5 club card stamped and after 9     
issues, get one FREE.  

What a great idea for Christmas !  

Our next living room is that of TRANSPORT 
and includes a separate white shelving unit 
for car manuals – the photocopier is         
purposely close to these well-used volumes.  
These books still cannot be borrowed, but 
users do now have the chance to browse the 
collection and find the closest possible    
manual to their car.  Generally speaking, most libraries do not lend their car manuals, 
but occasionally we do borrow a requested item from the National Library, so do be 
aware of this possibility.  This living room is down the Haupapa Street end of the     
Library and looks out towards the west.  Dewey numbers represented here are 
363.12 (safety services for water, air and space transportion eg lifeboat services), 
385 (railways), 386 (canals and ferries), 387 (water, air and space transportation 388 
(ground transportation), 623 (military and nautical transportation including ships and 
tanks), 625 (engineering of railways and road), 629 (transport engineering including 
cars, bikes, aircraft and their maintenance.  In the past, borrowers have sometimes 
wondered why some train books are classified at 385 and some at 625.  The         
arrangement of this living room is intended to bring these disparate numbers closer 
together. 

Fun at Toddler Time ! 



Christmas Ideas 

A library is the delivery room for the birth of ideas, a place where history comes to 

life,’  -Norman Cousins, American editor and writer, 1915 - 1990. 
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MUSIC CDS $2 for 3 WEEKS 

Spice up your life….Spice up your life….Spice up your life….Spice up your life….    

More NEW Magazine Titles 

From gift ideas to gift wrapping,   

table setting to special menus, poetry 

to cards, game suggestions to quiz 

books, Christmas carols to costume 

designs….everything you need to 

know about Christmas is right here  

@ your library.   



Winners of our two NZ book 
Month competitions came 
into the library to be        
presented with their prizes 
recently.  Pictured standing 
in front of the Competition 
Display are Bruce Moody 
(top), winner of the FIRST 
LINE competition and Derek 
Quickfall (right), winner of 
the HIDDEN TREASURES 
Photography competition. 

Magazine News... 
 

2010 will see the introduction of a NEW glossy magazine collection which 
will offer a very select range of the latest issues of Red, Donna Hay, 
O:Oprah Magazine, DVMan, Stuff and Car, to name just a few.  These new 
magazines will be $2 for a 7day issue period, enabling more borrowers to 
take them out while they are still up-to-date. 
 
The cost of buying magazines has certainly risen over the past few years 
and for the last 12 years, the library has resisted passing any of these extra 
costs onto the borrowers.  However, in order to keep this collection viable, 
the charge for borrowing magazines will rise early in the new year.   Details 
of the increase are outlined below. 
 
The Soil & Health Association publishes Organic NZ 6 
times a year.  Packed with feature articles about pest & 
diseases, herbal knowledge, weeds, natural remedies and 
much more, this is suitable for the home or commercial 
gardener.  There’s also competitions, book reviews and a 
book club you can belong to.  Find Organic NZ in the 
plant section of the magazines. 
 

Who do you think you are?, the magazine spin-off from 
the BBC television series of the same name will reside in 
the Family History magazine section on the 2nd floor and 
is FREE to borrow. 
 
How the Women's Land Army helped win the Second 
World War, plus behind the scenes on the BBC's new dra-
ma and how to research Land Girls in your own family. 
 
How to track down your 18th-century Scots forebears, 
whether they were farmers or land-owners.  PLUS:  How 

to make sense of RAF records, trace your ancestors in Hampshire, discover 
what life was like for railway workers and find Napoleonic relatives online.   
 
CURRENT CHARGES for MAGAZINES 
50c - 1 week issue for new magazines 
50c - 3 week issue for older magazines 
Resident seniors currently pay 30c for magazines 
 

The charge will increase to $1.00 for 1 week and 3 week issues.  Resident 
seniors will only pay 50c per magazine issue.  This charge will come into 
force early in 2010. 

A very readable “manual” on a very essential organ, Your 
Brain is full of interesting facts as well as tips for more         
efficient thinking.  Read about keeping your brain healthy,   
exercising it regularly just like any other part of your body and 
how to keep your memory sharp. Understand your   emotions 
better and find out that there is very little difference between 
the brain of the love-struck and the psychologically disturbed.  
And apparently your brain’s energy use is roughly 20watts, 
about enough to power a very dim bulb.   
Your Brain by Matthew MacDonald (Adult Non-Fiction - 
General Section) 153.42 MACD   

Thank You to everyone who   

entered our NZ Book Month 

competitions. The entries are       

currently on display.  A big thank 

you also to our judges who were 

Anne Hunt for the FIRST LINE 

competition and Brian Holden 

for the  photography competition 

“Hidden Treasures of Rotorua”. 

Winners @ the LibraryWinners @ the Library  

  





Andrew Carnegie was the richest man 
of his age, a Scots-born American    
tycoon who made his money in steel, 
putting Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on the 
map as the centre of the U.S. steel  
industry.  After amassing a huge      
fortune, he retired in 190 at 65, sold 
Carnegie Steel Company to J.P. Mor-
gan and devoted the rest of his life to 
writing and to giving away a large 
chunk of this fortune to philanthropic 
activities.  
 
Carnegie shared the renowned Scottish 
passion for learning and education in 
an age where there were few public 
libraries but Carnegie began to        
promote the idea as a way of encour-
aging people to educate themselves as 
he had done. The increasing numbers 
of  libraries in the United States at the 
end of the 19th century, provided the 
impetus for another American, Melvil 
Dewey to embark on the development 
of his now universal decimal-based 
book classification scheme based on 
subject. 
 
At a time when a university education 
was out of the reach of most people, 
access to a library was a means of   
improving oneself while working in the 
local community.  Access to different 
ideas from other times and other places 
was one way that Carnegie believed 
ordinary people could rise above their 
workaday world experiences and see 
the bigger picture.  Among the       
charitable activities which Carnegie 

funded were public libraries – he      
established thousands of free libraries 
in the U.S.A., the U.K., Canada,      
Australia and 18 in New Zealand.  
 
Carnegie made the process of getting 
money for construction of a free library 
as streamlined as possible for local 
authories but there were certain      
conditions including ensuring the site 
chosen for the building was debt-free.  
The council also had to provide an    
annual sum for upkeep for the library. 
Also, libraries had to be “free” as part of 
his plan but looking back, it is clear that 
some libraries were more free than   
others.  Some councils deliberately 
contravened both the spirit and the  
letter of Carnegie’s conditions.   Many 
NZ communities already had a good     
collection of books but nowhere to 
house them.  Of the 25 New Zealand 
town, borough and district councils that 
approached Carnegie for library grants, 
the lucky ones receiving funds were: 
Balclutha, Gore, Dunedin, Alexandra, 
Fairlie, Timaru, Hokitika, Westport, 
Greymouth, Levin, Dannevirke, Marton, 
New Plymouth, Hastings, Cambridge, 
Thames, Hamilton and Onehunga.   
Here, the libraries erected with        
Carnegie money were buildings of  
substance in concrete, brick and stone.   
 
Of the libraries built here, only 2,     
Marton and Balclutha remain in use as 
libraries.  10 have been restored but 
are used for other purposes, 6 are 
gone forever – demolished.  A range of 

architectural styles was employed for 
the design of the buildings and while 
some additions to the original structures 
have been ill-conceived, most have 
been done sympathetically.  It is fair to 
say however that the originals were all 
substantial and aesthetically pleasing – 
often the best looking building  in town 
at the time. The exception is probably 
the Marton library – at the time of writing 
an unfortunate blue; Westport’s even 
more colourful.  But even now, it is hard 
not to be impressed by such examples 
as the Hokitika Carnegie library, now 
rather off the beaten track in a side 
street, but still a handsome and well-
proportioned edifice.  Looking out for 
any of these buildings could provide 
added interest when visiting all of the 
towns noted above. 

CARNEGIE LIBRARIES IN NEW ZEALAND 

The rather grandiose library building in 

Hokitika now houses the local information 

centre. 

...continued Friends Indeed ! 

The library is very fortunate to have 
a very motivated group of volunteers 
who do all sorts of tasks for the    
library behind-the-scenes as well as 
running the very successful book 
sale twice a month at Kuirau Park.  
 
Just recently they came runner up in 
the Child, Youth Development     
category in the TrustPower Spirit of  
Rotorua Awards which was a well-
deserved achievement. 
 
The Friends of the Library are       
always collecting books and     mag-
azines for their sales so any  dona-
tions are very gratefully        accept-
ed.  These can be left at the library. 
 
Their most recent support has     
enabled the library to purchase more 
catering equipment for the meeting 
rooms as well as providing new 
books for the children’s school    hol-
iday programme coming up soon. 
 
Anyone wanting to join this group 
can ring Anne Hunt on Ph. 348 7680 
 
 


