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As March marches right on in, it reminds one that life is pretty short really and        
because, as far as we know, we only get one shot at it, we may as well make the most 
of every opportunity on offer.  Which is why as part of our March theme,  

“Living on the edge” we are profiling entrepreneurs, explorers, inventors and oth-

er people who take a risk, push the boundaries and make a difference.           Earth-
quakes and other    natural occurances also come under this theme and for many of 
us, it hardly seems like 20 years has passed since the Edgecumbe         earthquake. 
The first shake with a magnitude of 5.2 struck the Bay of Plenty region at 1.35pm on 
March 2nd, 1987.   Minutes later a much larger quake (6.3) struck.      Widespread 
devastation was caused to homes, industries and roading in the area. Make a visit 
upstairs to the Don Stafford Room from March 13 onwards where they’ll have a “On 
the edge” display.  As well we will be promoting Seaweek which starts March 4th “One 
ocean - it starts here” focusing on marine conservation.   
 

 

Living on the edgeLiving on the edgeLiving on the edgeLiving on the edgeLiving on the edgeLiving on the edgeLiving on the edgeLiving on the edge        

Watch out for our TV adverts coming up soon.  5 
celebrity library lovers join the cause to promote 
libraries as modern, relevant and inspiring plac-
es to be.  If you’re a library lover, spread the 
word too, bring your family in to browse, read, 
listen, learn or just enjoy.  We look forward to 
seeing you! 

If you’re not living on the edge, 
you’re taking up too much space ! 

Will Willis 



From the Don Stafford RoomFrom the Don Stafford RoomFrom the Don Stafford RoomFrom the Don Stafford Room    Weekend ReadsWeekend ReadsWeekend ReadsWeekend ReadsWeekend ReadsWeekend ReadsWeekend ReadsWeekend Reads        
At first sight by Nicholas Sparks  

The second time I’ve read one of Nicholas Sparks’ novels and 

cried….either I’m a wus or he has a real way with words.  Must be 

the latter.  Jeremy Marsh is a freelance writer for Scientific          

American and was living the ultimate bachelor life in New York until 

a story took him to a small place named Boone Creek, “a town that 

was nothing more than a hiccup on the map” and to Lexie, the love 

of his life.  But what Jeremy couldn’t know was the chain of events 

that would unfold to change the course of his blissful marriage.  A 

great weekend read.    

 

The first visit by a Duke of York 

This month Prince Andrew; the current Duke of York is briefly visiting         

Rotorua to participate in the ceremony honoring Lance Sergeant Manahi.  

  

Te Arawa and Rotorua have a proud tradition of hosting royalty; Don       

Stafford covers visits by the Royals in his books The founding years in      

Rotorua and The new century in Rotorua. 

 

Over the years many precious taonga have been gifted to the various Dukes 

of York. Perhaps never was the generosity more spontaneous nor precious 

as that which took place during the visit in 1901 of the Duke and Duchess of 

York (later to be George V and Queen Mary). 

 

According to Royal tourists : 120 years of royal visits to New Zealand  - “the       

programme lasted for hours and culminated in a sudden spontaneous       

parade of Maori people walking up to the royal dais and laying gifts at the 

feet of the guests, already draped in valuable cloaks and feathers”  

 

Te Ao Hou (Royal Tour Number 1953) expands on this with an extensive 

article titled The Maori gave his best  about the Maori preparations,          

organization, display and gift-giving. 

 

Whilst both of these items are       

reference they may be read in 

the Don Stafford Room.   

 

Lending copies are available  

upstairs of the Those were the 

days: a nostalgic look at 

[1900—1960’s] from the pag-

es of The Weekly News series 

— lavishly illustrated and plen-

ty of Royals. 

 

 

Photo from: Royalty in New Zealand : visit of  Their 
Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of Cornwall 

...and if you don’t like crying, don’t read this one as well. Dear 

John is not only a romantic love story but also about the love      

between father and son, realized years after the rebellious teenager 

comes to terms with his father’s special personality.  John Tyree is 

back home on leave from the army and unexpectedly meets a young 

woman who will change his life.  They make plans for a future but 

the events of 9/11 change everything and John stays away far long-

er, testing their love to the limits until the “Dear John” letter arrives.  

But it’s not over for them...when John returns home, there are some 

loose ends to tie up and he realizes he must face his      hardest deci-

sion yet.  

Born on a blue day: A memoir of Asperger’s and an extraordinary 

mind  616.8588 TAM  An amazing insight into an extraordinary mind that 

can recite over 22,000 decimal digits of the mathematical calculation, Pi in 

consecutive order, non-stop, can tell you which day of the week you were 

born on seconds after you tell him your birthdate and can learn  to speak 

fluent Icelandic in a week.  Daniel Tammet’s story is amazing.  Challenged 

with Asperger’s and autism, Daniel details his relationship not only with 

the people around him, but also with the outside world.  How he pushed 

himself out of his comfort zone to experience more of the world, all the 

while maintaining strict orderliness in his everyday tasks.  In recent years 

Daniel was the subject of the documentary “Brainman”.  Reading this book 

will not only give you insight into Daniel’s astonishing life but also into 

your own world and how you view others.   

Need more time?  Renew your books online at 

www.rotorualibrary.govt.nz or ph. 07 348 4177 



Soccer International Established in 1993, Soccer              

International magazine appreciates and understands the needs of 
soccer fans, delivering the highest quality coverage of the world 

game. 
Each edition is jam packed with exclusive interviews with the world's 

greatest players both past and present, and extensive coverage of all 

the major competitions through the world. Plus in depth coverage of 
the Australian National Soccer League and Australia’s international 

campaigns including the Joeys, Olyroos, and Socceroos. Plus star 
interviews. 

 

 NZ PROPERTY—for Kiwi Property  

Investors 
 

How to profit from investing in the 
new urban developments 

Tourist Accommodation - money and 

lifestyle? 
Waikato Expressway - spawning de-

velopment in unlikely areas 
Plus all the latest property news and 

rent statistics 

W I N !  W I N !  W I N ! 
 

We have a prize for each age group: adults, teens & children 
 
All you have to do is answer these 4 questions: 
 

1.  Name 3 items you can borrow off the Mobile library? 
 

2.  How much does it cost local residents to join the library? 
 

3.  Who can use the Mobile Library?  
 
4.  Where can you find a Mobile Library timetable? 

 
Send your answer to Library@rdc.govt.nz or bring your answers to the main  

library at 1127 Haupapa Street or the Mobile Library. 
Competition closes March 23rd 2007 

 
 

 
 

“It used to be said that the camera can’t lie. Well that may still be true. However with 
the use of digital imaging technology, the camera contributes probably only 60% of a 
finished image , 30% comes from the creative mind of the photographer and the last 
10% of the image is when the computer is used to marry the whole creative process. So 
70% comes from the tools we use. But the magic touch still comes from the mind of the 
creator. 
Is it Art?  That’s a question that is seldom asked anymore as more and more artists 
(painters) are also allying themselves with the digital technology. I guess, if you sat 20 
‘Artists’ down in front of a landscape scene you would get 20 slightly differing paintings/
interpretations of the same scene. Using the camera and technology to their limits, I 
would probably produce 20 vastly different images of the same scene. My problem 
would be to decide which one or two the images I would want to add to my portfo-
lio.  The reverse side of the above problem is that of 18 images I would reject, most of 
them would still have a great appeal to  others . "  
AAAAnnnnddddyyyy    ffffrrrroooommmm    AAAAbbbbooooeeee    GGGGrrrraaaapppphhhhiiiiccccssss    wwwwiiiillllllll    hhhhaaaavvvveeee    aaaa    ddddiiiissssppppllllaaaayyyy    iiiinnnn    tttthhhheeee    uuuuppppssssttttaaaaiiiirrrrssss    ggggaaaalllllllleeeerrrryyyy    ffffrrrroooommmm    22226666tttthhhh    MMMMaaaarrrrcccchhhh    ttttoooo    
15th April.15th April.15th April.15th April.    

Ph. 348 4177 



20062006  
JUNIOR FICTION 

Finalists 

Over the next few months we will profile a different  finalist category in the NZ Post 
Book Awards for children and young adults.  In the Junior Fiction we have five    
finalists. 

Boyzonbikes by 
Vince Ford 

 

Thor’s Tale by 
Janice Marriott 

 

My Story: Castaway 
by Bill O’Brien 

 

And did those feet 
by Ted Dawe 

 

Frog Whistle Mine 
by Des Hunt 



READING ROUND 
Adult Reading Discussion 

Group 
 

Next meeting 
Wednesday 28th 

March at 10.30am 
And Tuesday 24th April 
(ANZAC DAY is on Wed 25th)   

Come & join us for a cup of 
tea and chat! 

St Patricks DaySt Patricks Day  

The Limerick 

A flea and a fly in a flue 

Were caught, so what could they do? 

“Let us fly” said the flea. 

“Let us flee”, SAID THE FLY. 

So they flew through a flaw in the flue.  Anon. 

There are several theories as to the origin of 

this type of poem, but the Irish people of the 

place called Limerick know that it originated 

in their town at the meets and festivals where 

people attending concocted light, funny and 

often bawdy verses which came to be known 

as “poems from Limerick” or “limericks” 

From I never knew that about Ireland by 

Christopher Winn 941.5 WIN 

The Independent Walker’s Guide to      

Ireland by Frank Booth 941.5 BOO 

 

Experience Ireland as a walker and be 

treated to off-the-beaten-track sights and 

really enjoy the incomparable beauty of 

the countryside. Includes maps,           

summaries of walks, where to stay and 

walking distances. 

Stunning photographs by 75 of the 
world’s leading photojournalists on 
one day, May 17th, 1991 in A Day in 
the life of Ireland 941.5 DAY 

Paddy was driving down the street in a sweat because he had an        

important meeting and couldn't find a parking place.  Looking up to 

heaven he said, "Lord take pity on me.   If you find me a parking place I 

will go to Mass every Sunday for the rest of me life and give up me Irish 

Whiskey!" Mi raculously,  a parking p lace appeared. 

Paddy looked up again and said, "Never mind, I found one." 

IRELAND 941.5 

Daylight saving ends 

on March 18th, the 

day after St Patricks 

Day...so if you have a bit too 

much Irish whiskey, at least you 

get an extra hour to recuperate! 

On a positive note... 

Deborah Challinor, Deborah Challinor,   
historical novelisthistorical novelist  

Fantasy novelist, Fantasy novelist,   
Elizabeth KnoxElizabeth Knox  

Children’s writer and a Children’s writer and a   
finalist in this years NZ Post finalist in this years NZ Post 
Book Awards, Vince FordBook Awards, Vince Ford  

Bernadette Hall, Bernadette Hall,   
Poet and playwrightPoet and playwright  

David Eggleton,David Eggleton,  
performance poet, reviewer, performance poet, reviewer, 

& non& non--fiction writerfiction writer  

We were proud to 
host 5 authors in  

February as part of 
the WOW, words 
on wheels tour           

organized by the 
NZ Book Council 



$5.00 for ten days!  Take a HOT PICK straight off the 
shelf and enjoy 10 days of uninterrupted reading.   
Get your $5.00 club card stamped as well and after 9 copies, get a 

FREE HOT PICK. 

Just a few of this month’s exciting new titles! 

Verse 1 

On a cold winters evening, in a pub up north 
of England 

I sat next to a kiwi girl, it sounds cute when 
she speaks 

And we took turns at calling, for the barman 

or the waiter 
Till the booze it overtook us and she began to 

speak 
 

She said Hey I‘ve come from Godzone And 
I’ve met some weird blokes so far 

I can soon see what they want, by where they 

point their eyes 
And if you don’t mind me saying, the bars 

shut and it’s home time 
If you’d like to walk me home tonight I’ll give 

you some advice 
 

 

Well I thought she was a cutie, so I helped her 
with her jacket 

Held the door as she walked through and 
stepped into the night 

As I put my arm around her she turned and 
looked straight at me 

Said if you wanna win with kiwi girls you 

gotta learn to play them right 
 

 Chorus 
You got to know when to hold them, know 

when to scold them 
 Know when to come on strong and when to 

play it light 

Don’t think you’re on a sure thing when 
you’re at the restaurant table 

Kiwi girls know what they want and they’ll 
say when the time is right  
 

Verse 2 
So I went with her some more times and I 

picked up some new habits 
Learned to realize the times, when we were on 

a date 
And also got to notice that sometimes when 

I’m with her 

It’s even more fun to recall, that I was now 
with a mate 

 

Yes she taught me many times, that this girl 

was something special 
A lover and a real friend a partner and now 

my wife  
And right from when I met her, the words she 

said are with me 

If you want to keep a kiwi girl you gotta learn 
to play her right 

 

Chorus 

You got to know when to hold them. Know 
when to scold them 

 Know when to come on strong and when to 

play it light 
Don’t think you’re on a sure thing when 

you’re at the restaurant table 
Kiwi girls know what they want and they’ll 

say when the time is right  
 
Verse 3 

So now I’m here, a kiwi.  With my girl still 
here beside me 

She is still my best friend, my lover and my 
wife. 

It started one cold winter’s night in a pub in 

Northern England 
 I chatted up a Kiwi girl and it became a date 

for life 
 

So thanks to you my lover, and thanks to you 
my best friend 

Couldn’t have made it this far if you weren’t at 

my side 
And if you don’t mind me saying I’m gonna 

change the words you gave me 
And say thank you, girl, for loving me and 

standing as my bride 
 

Chorus 

Yes I know when to hold you, don’t need to 
scold you 

Never need to come on strong, don’t need to 
keep it light 

I can’t take you for granted, with you there 

is no label 
If this kiwi guy gives you the eye, the time is 

always right. 
By Danny Canner ( pen name) 

WINNER OF THE VALENTINES DAY POETRY COMPETITION 

Can be said to the tune of The Gambler 


