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What’s On 

First Floor Gallery 

1 - 7               Kokako exhibition - Dept of Conservation 
10 - 29           Kiwi exhibition - Dept of Conservation 
 
Ground Floor 

1 - 4               Rotorua Petanque Club 
3 - 23             Barnardos 
3 - 9               Diabetes Awareness 
3 - 28             International Year of the Older Person 
17 - 23           Alzheimer’s 
24 - 30           Rotorua Floral Group 
 
Computer Classes 

If you would like to learn how to use the computer  
catalogue phone the Office on 3484177 or call in and  
arrange a suitable time. Classes last about 45-60mins  
and will be geared to suit your requirements. 
     

 
 

What’s Hot !! 

 Hot Pick of the Month  

 
When American photo-journalist Mark Walsh is 
wounded by an artillery shell in Kurdistan, he finds 
himself a patient in the primitive local hospital. 
Desperate to survive Mark fakes a recovery and 
returns to his girlfriend Elena in New York, but life 
seems to desert him and gradually he becomes 
crippled both physically and emotionally. In this 
compelling and haunting novel the author, a war 
reporter himself, reminds us of the devastating effects 
of war and how it lives on inside its victims.  

Triage 
by  

Scott  
Anderson. 

    Rotorua Public Library 
       Te Whare o te Maatauranga 
  

    Private Bag 3029    Library Hours: 
     Rotorua    Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-8pm 
     New Zealand   Sat. 10am-12:30pm 
     Ph.  (07) 3484177      Fax  (07) 3489686 

 



What’s Up ? 

Kia Ora from the Don Stafford Room 

 
While  Autumn may be the “Season of mists and 

mellow fruitfulness”, it is also the season that 

heralds winter.  Traditionally, Autumn or 

Ngahuru was a time of harvest and preparation 

for the rigours of Winter. People and animals 

would lay up food stores, gather fuel and grow or 

make warm winter coats for themselves.  

 

Today we simply go shopping, make sure our TV’s 

are tuned to rugby and switch on the heating. But 

what did our forefathers (and foremothers) do ? 

 

Early Maori  would preserve birds in their own fat 

in gourds or baskets, dry fish and berries such as 

tawa and make sure the storage pits were filled 

with kumara to keep their families well fed. The 

early settlers would have been canning, bottling, 

making jam and spinning, weaving and knitting.  

The kilts and flax cloaks worn by early Maori 

were not very warm so it is just as well they were 

hardy (and not surprising that they were quick to 

appreciate the warmth of blankets).  

 

For a glimpse into everyday lives, read  “The Old 

Time Maori” and  “Petticoat Pioneers” and  

“Brett’s Colonists guide and cyclopaedia of useful 

knowledge” (1883) is full of the skills needed in the 

days before freezers. 

 

Kids’ Capers 

Toy Library 

 

With the Toy Library AGM coming up soon I thought I would 
remind you about the Toy Library.    
 
The Toy Library is a separate organisation that is housed in the 
Public Library.  The Toy Library Committee buy the toys, prepare 
them for borrowing and arrange for the mending of any broken 
toys.  Without all their hard work there would be no Toy Library. 
 
Toys may be borrowed for 3 weeks and all library members may 
borrow toys.  Rental charges for toys are $1.00 or $1.50.  

Rotorua Community Toy Library 
Annual General Meeting 

 
Thursday 13 May 1999 

McDonald Homestead Meeting Room 
7.30pm 

 

We look forward to seeing you there 



 

 

COUNTDOWN TO THE NEW MILLENNIUM 

 

Continuing the countdown from month, we now examine the 
“what” of the millennium.  Millennium does mean, by 

etymology, a period of one thousand years.  This concept did 
not however arise out of simple measurement of time but out 

of futuristic visions about a blessed end of time.  In 
particular, the traditional Christian millennium is a future age 
which will last for one thousand years and end with a final 

battle and Last Judgement of the dead.  Over the two 
thousand years between the advent of Christianity and the 

present day, many sects have made pronouncements giving 
the date for the end of the world and then suffering the 
embarrassment of having it arrive and go by without the 

expected events.   
 

The use of the term millennium to identify and describe a 
specific period of time is (like decade and century), also an 
attempt to impose order on the natural chaos  

which is how the world or one’s reality is perceived by many.  
Stephen Jay Gould in his “Questioning the millennium” 

quotes from such people as the writer of ‘Ecclesiastes’ and 
the Persian poet of the eleventh century, Omar Khayyam to 
show the similar doubts from many sources about the 

existence of any natural order in the universe and the 
creeping conviction that chance plays a big part in all lives: 

 
Into this universe, and why not knowing  
Nor whence, like water willy-nilly flowing. (From the 

Rubaiyat). 
 

As the year 2,000 approaches, the primary definition has 
shifted from its original meaning of Christ’s future thousand 
year reign on earth to being a neatly packaged chunk of time 

in human history packaged between beginning and ending 
years with nice even designations like 1,000 and 2,000. 

 
 

Do You Like  

Detective Stories?   

                  —  Try These  

Recent Additions ...  
 
Dangerous Davies and the lonely heart is the fourth of 
Leslie Thomas’s novels about detective Dangerous 
Davies, now retired and working as a private eye. 
 
Fifth member by Claire Rayner is another gripping Dr 
George Barnabas mystery. 
 
Hanging fire by Jessica Mann. Tess Redpath finds 
herself out of a job and into a mystery. 
 
The love of gods by Alan Hunter. Chief Superintendent 
George Gently investigates another murder. 
 

The suffocating night is the fourth in the Lydmouth 
mystery series by Andrew Taylor. 


