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What’s On 

First Floor Gallery 

1  - 11 April       DOC & Rainbow Springs - The Kiwi 

12 - 30 April         DOC - The Kokako 

6 - 9 April             Contemporary NZ Art 

 

Ground Floor 

12 - 18 April         Attention Deficit Disorder 

19 - 30 April         Rotorua Petanque Club 

19 - 25 April         Citizens Advice Bureau 

1 - 16 April           Volcanic Activity 

1 - 16 April           Ceramic dolls 

1 - 16 April           NZ Post Children’s Book Awards 

 

REMINDER 

 

Please do not try to repair any damage to books yourself. The 

Library uses special tape not sellotape, which can cause 

further damage. Please show any damage to the staff at the 

Returns Desk and they will take care of it. Thanks! 

 
 

What’s Hot !! 

 Hot Pick of the Month  

 
Looking for a good book to read now the summer is 

over and the nights are drawing in?  Well, take a look in 

the Hot Picks collection where you’ll find a great 

selection of new titles.   

 

Here are just a few of the most recent ones. 

 

Testament by John Grisham 

Southern Cross by Patricia Cornwell 

Gold  Rush by Eric Rush 

The Thursday  friend by Catherine Cookson 

Vintners luck by Elizabeth Knox 

Message in a bottle by Nicholas Sparks 

Jukebox Queen of Malta by Nicholas Rinaldi 

The song of Troy by Colleen McCullough 

The waiting time  by Gerald Seymour 

Welcome to the world baby girl by Fannie Flagg 
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What’s Up ? 

Kia Ora from the Don Stafford Room 
With the war in Kosovo (which we sincerely hope is not the 

start of World War 3) and Anzac Day at the end of the month, 

April has a military flavour this year. Unfortunately not all the 

wars are downstairs - sorry, I should have said books on wars.  

 

 

Books on the Maori Battalion are in the 

Maori Collection and the New Zealand Wars 

are in NZ history. We have quite a lot of the 

NZ Official War Histories for both 

the 1914-1918 and 1939-1945 wars in the 

New Zealand Collection 

(but you have to read them here). 

  

Concentrating more on people, there are rolls for Imperial 

Contingents in NZ, the Boer War and both World Wars on 

microfiche in the Genealogical Section. And there are books 

about decorations such as the Victoria Cross, both the medals 

and the people who won them. 

Kids Capers 

 

Tuesday    6 April 

Thursday   8 April 

 

Tuesday   13 April  

     (for over 9’s) 

Holiday Programme 

Tuesday 6 April 
 

Transform Donna 

 into 

 Bubbles the Clown 

10.30 - 11.30 

Make a clown hat 

Thursday 8 April 
 

Peter the Juggler 

 

10.30 - 11.30 

Bring  2 small soft balls 

and learn to juggle 

Tuesday 14 April 

 

We need YOUR help 

again! 

 
If you are 9 years old 

and over   

COME and work in the Library 

10.00 - 12.00 

 

Limit of 30 children 
Register at the Library  ph 



 

 

COUNTDOWN TO THE NEW MILLENNIUM 

 

Further to the comments on what the millennium 

actually is (from last month), we now look at when 
it is.  When do centuries end?  Stephen Jay Gould 

considers that the termination of years marked ‘99 
signals the close of a century but there is also the 
possibility that it may end at the close of years marked 

‘00 (according to the “logical” dictates of a narrower 
system.)  

 
Gould claims that the source of trouble about the ends 
of centuries may be traced to a sixth century monk 

named Dionysius Exigus (literally Dennis the Short) 
who was instructed to prepare a chronology for Pope 

St. John I.  Dennis, following a standard practice, 
began countable years with the foundation of Rome 
and then neatly acknowledging both his secular and 

sacred allegiances divided time again at Christ’s 
appearance.  He reckoned Jesus’ birth at 25 December 

near the end of the year 753A.U.C. (ab urbe condita) or 
“from the foundation of the city” (Rome).  Then he 

“restarted” time just a few days later on 1 January 754 
A.U.C. - not Christ’s birth but the feast of his 
circumcision on his eighth day of life, and also 

coincidentally, New Year’s Day in Roman and Latin 
Christian calendars. 

 
According to Gould we’ve had nothing but trouble with 
these dates ever since.  Apparently Dennis the Short 

didn’t even get the date of Jesus’ birth right as we do 
know that Herod died in 750A.U.C. and therefore if he 

and Jesus are to overlap (as they do in the Gospels), 
then Christ would have to have been born in 4BC. 
 

Because the world contains plenty of non-Christians, 
some sources now use the term B.C.E. (before the 

Christian era) as a possibly more accurate term, and 
scientists may use B.P. (before the present) to date 
such items as ancient cave paintings and the like. 

 

 Myths & Folklore  
 

- New Books in the Children’s Library 
 

Celtic myths.  Retold by Sam McBratney & illustrated by 

Stephen Player.  398 ANC C 

 

Fabulous places of myth : a journey with Robery Ingpen to 

Camelot, Atlantis, Valhalla and the Tower of Babel.  Text by 

Michael Cave.   

398.23 ING   

 

Greek myths.  Retold by Jacqueline Morley &                  

illustrated by Giiovanni Caselli.  398 ANC G 

 

 

Native American tales.  Retold by Saviour Pirotta & illustrated 

by Richard Hook & Claire Robinson.   

398 NOR I 

 

 

Norse myths & legends.  Told by Philip Ardagh & illustrated by 

Stephen May.  398 SCA N 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A treasury of mermaids : mermaid tales from around the world.  

Collected & retold by Shirley Climo, with illustrations by Jean 

& Mou-sien Tseng.  398.21 CLI 

 


