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Important News: Preparations for Move Underway 

Library staff are preparing for the upcoming move to our temporary location in the old Van 

Dyk’s building.  This is to allow for maintenance, upgrading and refurbishment of the library 

building where, once the work is finished, library services will share space with child health 

support services.  As we can’t take all our books with us to the temporary location, non-fiction 

titles which aren’t often loaned out will be put into storage.  Customers will still be able to find 

items in the catalogue and reserve them free of charge. We’ll have information brochures 

available once we have everything finalised. The move is expected to happen in June. 

 

 

 

 

Meet our new 'Read On' ambassador!  

Reade Nikora is the Road Safety Coordinator for 

Rotorua Lakes Council. Reade has a long history 

of community involvement and was a Rotorua 

Young Achiever in 2014. He is a former leader 

of the Rotorua Youth Council, as well as its 

coordinator and was a Ministry of Youth 

Development youth advisor. You can see why 

we think he is one amazing young man! 

Reade on reading: “I have always liked to read, 

as I have always had an active imagination. 

Reading to me acts the same as watching a 

movie, but it is more involved. I enjoy creating 

the characters, the landscapes, and the voices 

in how I best see them fit the story.” 

 “My favourite story since high school has been Right Where it Hurts by David Hill, however I do like reading some of Tess 

Garretson’s murder mystery books! I think it is important for young people to get involved with reading because it can open 

doors to worlds young people may not yet know exist. Reading can be very inspiring, but it can be educational too.”   

You can follow the progress of the year-long Read On programme on by liking Rotorua District Library on Facebook or by 

reading updates on the website www.rotorualibrary.govt.nz 

 
COMING SOON! 
Full programme details  

available from the library and online 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                             

 

 

Book Review: “ The Marble Collector”  by Cecelia Ahearn  

If you are a fan of this author, you will understand that the topics of her books are often a little “quirky” (!) but on saying that 
you know that you are in for a great read and always a wonderful surprise. 

This latest offering tells the story of a man who is fascinated with the world of marbles – not just the playing of the game but 
the manufacture and details that are put into these charming spheres of glass. 

The story is also told in tandem by his daughter who is trying to unravel a mysterious world that no one in the family knew 
about. It’s a bit like playing Blind Man’s Bluff as the central character now has memory and recognition problems. The book 
moves along at a good pace and the author paints clear portraits of the characters which add a level of colourful depth to this 
fabulous book. 

Review by Rose Foley 

 

Rose 

 

 

      

 

 Rotorua District Library is on Facebook.  Find 
us at 

https://www.facebook.com/ RotoruaLibrary/  

 

 

 

Book Review: Sarah Mathew Explorer, Journalist and 
Auckland's 'First Lady"  by Tessa Duder  
 

A governess, at age 17, a respectable job for any well-educated middle-class 
female, Sarah continues this occupation until the age of 25 when she accepts a 
proposal of marriage from her cousin Felton (a common occurrence of the 
1800's was for women to marry their first cousin). By this time he had a 
fledgling career as a surveyor and ambitiously accepts a job in New South Wales 
thus setting the scene for their life in the Antipodes.  

Tessa Duder ably uses Sarah's writings and diaries of her colonial adventures 
and sets the scene for a fascinating look at life in 1840 New Zealand where 
Sarah was to become the only woman ashore for the flag raising ceremony 
celebrating the birth of Auckland. 

Women of this era had it tough, but they survived to become worthy of our 
notice and admiration, for all they put up with for their husbands and families, 
they were at the cutting edge of the history we have in our fair land, 

The author adds excerpts from Sarah's diaries, they graphically depict the 
scenes she encountered in her travels with Felton. 

This book is a vivid and accurate account of the life of Sarah Mathew, and all 

early New Zealand settlers and sojourners.  

Review by Alison Leigh 

 

 

Chiemi’s Picks: Newly arrived picture books  

The library’s hard working cataloguer Chiemi Nara keeps very busy preparing new books to go in the catalogue.  Chiemi’s job 
means that she gets to see the details of every single new book that comes in to the library so there’s nobody better to tell us 
what new titles to look out for! Here is a selection of the children’s picture books she has been getting ready for you to 
borrow: 

 

 

    

 

 

  

Zombelina dances the Nutcracker by Kristyn Crow 
 
Sebastian and the balloon by Phillip Christian Stead 
 
The iridescence of birds: a book about Henri Matisse by 
Patricia MacLachlan 
 
Frankencrayon by Michael Hall 

 

This review is just one of the great articles you 

can find on the library’s blog.  The blog gives 

you a more in-depth view of the wealth of 

information the library can connect you to.  

http://rotoruadistrictlibrary.blogspot.co.nz/ 
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